Town of Clinton
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes
July 28, 2026

. Call to Order: Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:36pm.

. Pledge of Allegiance: Chairman Towne opened the meeting with the Pledge of

Allegiance to the United States of America.

Selectmen Present/Quorum: Chairman Jeffrey Towne, Vice Chairman Stephen Hatch,
Ronnie Irving, Michael Hachey, and Kenneth Paul.

. Action Items:

Approve minutes from July 14, 2026

Motion to approve by Selectman Irving
Seconded by Selectman Hachey
Carried 5-0

Next Item- Food Sovereignty Ordinance Update-
TM changed the MMA ordinance into the format of our other ordinances. The Attorneys
have not replied back yet.

They would like the Board to approve a 60-day emergency ordinance for now.

Selectman Paul said we learned at the last meeting that there are people who rely on goat
milk because they can’t drink cow milk.

This would create a type of emergency for some as they do not have access to goat milk
right now.

Karen Harrington spoke, she thanked the Board for their service to the town. She said
over 113 towns/cities have adopted a Food Sovereignty Ordinance, including a lot of
surrounding towns. She’s really hoping the Board approves this temporary ordinance.

Motion by Selectman Paul to adopt this 60-day ordinance as written
Seconded by Selectman Hatch
Carried 5-0

Next Item- FY 26 Overages
This is tabled.



Next Item- Domestic Partners on health insurance

Our insurance company allows Domestic Partners to be on policies, but they need the
town to approve it before any employees add a domestic partner.

The town pays for the employee’s health insurance, and $900.00 towards a family plan.
This would be included once the Board approves it.

“Effective August 1, 2026, the Town of Clinton amends its personnel benefits policy to
allow any employee who is eligible to enroll in the employer benefits the option of
enrolling a Domestic Partner.

Any employee who wishes to add a domestic partner will be advised of the requirements
set forth in the Domestic Partner Affidavit to add said partner. Furthermore, said
employee has been advised there could be tax implications for adding a Domestic
Partner.”

A Domestic Partner of an employee shall be:
e A life partner of either the same sex or opposite sex of the employee;

Not legally married or separated, to either the employee or anyone else;

At least 18 years of age and mentally competent to consent to contract;

Are each other’s Domestic Partners and intend to remain so indefinitely;

Have been each other’s Domestic Partner for at least 12 months prior to the date

of the signed affidavit;

e Are not related by blood to a degree of closeness that would prohibit marriage in
the State of Maine;

e Are Jointly responsible for each other’s common welfare; share financial
obligations and share their primary residence.

Motion to adopt by Selectman Hatch
Seconded by Selectman Paul
Carried 3-2, Hachey and Irving voted no.

Next Item- Transfer Station Paving

Jimmy Gerow explained where the pavement would be going. It would be the entrance
and exit on the new scale, in front of the exchange shop, and fill in all the dirt sections in
the parking lot.

Levi’s Paving- $14,000 4”
Proseal- $17,200 2.5”

Jimmy recommends Levi’s, he had them pave the driveway to Greenlawn Cemetery and
they did a great job.

Motion to approve Levi’s Paving for $14,000 by Selectman Hachey
Seconded by Selectman Hatch
Carried 5-0



Next Item- Police Cruiser Purchase
2019 Dodge Durango $27,340 for the vehicle and to be outfitted.
They would like to sell the white explorer, it’s out of service, and needs too much work.

They will be purchasing the new cruiser from Chicago Motors.

Motion by Selectman Paul to approve the purchase of the 2019 Dodge Durango and sell
the 2017 Ford Explorer

Seconded by Selectman Hatch

Carried 5-0

Motion by Selectman Hatch to allow TM Swain to wire the money tomorrow to Chicago
Motors, and it will be on the next accounts payable warrant

Seconded by Selectman Hachey

Carried 5-0

Next Item- Public Safety Tower Lease

The lease would be for 30 years and would automatically be renewed for 5 years, two
separate times.

Chairman Towne would like to change the renewals to 10 years. They would revisit 1
year prior to renewal in case there are any changes that need to be made.

Selectman Irving would like to add a purchase option to the agreement if Misty Meadows
were to ever sell that piece of land.

This is tabled until they have the final draft.

Next Item- Winn Avenue, One-Way

They are looking to make Winn Avenue a one-way street to create more parking for the
library. This would create 4-6 parking spaces on the side of the road.

TM Swain has already spoken to police, fire, and the road contractor, and they are all fine
with it.

Letters were sent to the residents on Winn Ave.

Selectman Irving said it would be difficult for plowing in the winter.
TM Swain said during storms, there shouldn’t be any vehicles parked on the side of the
road anyway according to our winter parking ban.

A resident asked if the parking on the side of the road would be the whole length of the
road.

TM Swain said no, just until the end of the library building.

They had no other questions.

Motion to approve Winn Ave being a one-way street by Selectman Paul
Seconded by Selectman Hachey
Carried 4-1, Irving voted no.



Next item- Waterville Humane Society Contract
$7,447.70

Motion to approve by Selectman Hachey
Seconded by Selectman Irving

Carried 5-0

Motion to allow Chairman Towne to sign for the Board by Selectman Hachey
Seconded by Selectman Irving
Carried 5-0

Next Item- Waterville Dispatch

$82,735.75

Dispatch- $52,950.88

PSAP- $27,302.80

The remainder is a 2% capital improvement fee and a 1% return on investment fee.
It will be paid quarterly.

Motion to approve by Selectman Hachey
Seconded by Selectman Irving
Carried 5-0

Motion to allow Chairman Towne to sign for the Board by Selectman Irving
Seconded by Selectman Paul
Carried 5-0

. Discussion Items:

School Building Plan-

TM Swain said the Town closed on the school building with MSAD 49 on July 15" The
utilities are all changed over into the Town’s name. The key access has been deactivated
from previous use.

We are fully covered under insurance, the price was a lot cheaper than TM Swain
expected. It is $3,400.00.

TM Swain is working on the rental agreement.

We are getting a lot of interest in renting out space.

The 4™ of July committee is looking to move two events from Fairfield to Clinton.

He will have the lease agreement for monthly rentals at the next meeting.

The school district left a lot of stuff behind, desks, tables, chairs, books, and much more.
Department heads will have the option to take what they need for supplies/furniture.

They have added pickle ball at the school, and they are working on a cozy closet to
provide clothes and hygiene products for people in need.

Anthony met with FEMA, they said it is a great building for an emergency shelter. He’s
hoping to be able to get some grant money.



TM Swain suggests that we vote to allow the Town to use the building as we have been
until March, then we can re-evaluate.

Selectman Irving said the budget starts January 1%,
TM Swain said no, the budget started July 1.

A resident spoke, her name is Tina, she runs the craft center through P&R. She said they
have so much fun, she would like to expand it so there will be events during the day and
evening. She said not having this community center would be a shame.

Natasha Barton- She listed all the other events that are held at the school, craft fairs,
dance recitals, game nights, and much more. She read a speech she wrote, she said the
majority of the residents voted yes on articles 34 & 35 with the understanding that the
school building would be utilized as a community center for the town. She said the
building deserves a fair opportunity to succeed. Selling the building would not provide an
accurate measure of its potential. She is asking the Board to allow P&R to operate the
building for one year to prove that it will be successful.

Judy Irving- She would like to know if these leases would require liability insurance to
cover any damage/injury. She said she is not trying to put a damper on anything P&R is
doing, she is just concerned about liability.

TM Swain said there is the Maine Tort Law that protects municipalities from liability for
any injury or harm.

Judy states that article 35 does say the Board of Selectmen do have the option to sell the
property.

Anthony Barton- He said there have been a lot of people reaching out asking where we
are at. He said the $155,000 was allotted to operate/maintain this building even though it
does say the Board can sell the property. He thanks all the P&R volunteers for their help
to make all of this happen. He asks the Board to allow them to move forward with this
building.

Chris Harrington- He said Clinton is very family oriented, he urges the Board to look past
finances and politics and look at what Clinton really is.

Selectman Irving said he appreciates everything P&R has done, but MSAD 49 did not
take care of the building like they should have towards the end, he would like to sell it.

Selectman Paul said the work that has been done by the town’s people has been
phenomenal, volunteering their time for these events, providing funds to allow these
events to be free. If this building goes away, so do these events. These events reach all
ages, adults and children. Clinton gets a lot of positive attention because of these events.

Chairman Towne said Article 35 appropriates money for the use of the community center
through the fiscal year, ending June 30, 2027.



Anthony Barton asked if there would be a way that the money they bring in for the
community center could go into an account to be able to spend out of and go back into
the building vs the general fund.

TM Swain said he will be looking into this.

Selectman Irving asked how that would be possible if other departments aren’t allowed to
do that.
TM Swain said other departments aren’t responsible to fund themselves.

Fire Station Update-

The internet has been installed

Dead River is almost done their project
Yankee Communications set up their tower
Still waiting on the pavement out front
They haven’t done the snow guards yet

They are still within budget. The open house will be on August 16", they’re slowly
moving in.

Skowhegan Fire donated some beds.

Chief Barton asked if they are able to spend the remaining amount, they were cut off a
couple meetings ago until we paid the final bill from Blane Casey.

TM Swain said there is approximately $57,000 left.

Selectman Irving said until the building is paid for, we shouldn’t be spending more.

Chief Barton said they have two bays that are not set up with exhaust systems, he would
really like to get that done and not have to do it down the road. He got a quote for
$17,000.

Selectman Irving said he would like that to be done.

. Unfinished Business:

Revised Land Use Ordinance
TM Swain needs the Board to sign, the town already voted on it.

McNally Road Tax Acquired Property, Map/Lot 004-025
Sold to CJBCO Maine Properties LLC
They are closing on it tomorrow.

Motion to accept by Selectman Paul
Seconded by Selectman Hachey
Carried 5-0



Committee Appointments:

Geraldine Dixon for the Budget Committee

Motion to approve by Selectman Hachey

Seconded by Selectman Paul

Carried 5-0

Jerome Taffet for the Economic Growth and Development Committee
Motion to approve by Selectman Paul

Seconded by Selectman Hachey
Carried 5-0

. Town Manager’s Report:

Selectman Irving said the intersection of Bellsqueeze and Battle Ridge needs to be
cleaned up

The guardrails on Horseback haven’t been done.

The culvert on Johnson Flat Road still hasn’t been repaired

TM Swain said they are getting prices on that.

Chairman Towne asked if the FY25 audit would be on the next agenda.
TM Swain said hopefully.

. Next Meeting- Tuesday, August 11, 2026

End of Year Overages

FY 25 Audit

Tax Commitment

School Property Plan
Lease Agreement

Rental Fees

Public Safety Tower Lease

. Treasurer’s Warrant- #39 $254,211.71

Old Budget

Motion to approve by Selectman Hachey
Seconded by Selectman Hatch

Carried 5-0

Treasurer’s Warrant- #3 $104,129.16
Motion to approve by Selectman Hachey

Seconded by Selectman Hatch
Carried 5-0



10. Questions or Comments:
Steve Hebert congratulated the Town on the new Fire Station.
He asked Chief Smith what the status was on the Ron Bickford case.
Chief Smith said the case is still open, no update.
Steve thanked him.

Anthony Barton thanked everyone who helped put on the Employee BBQ last week.

11. Adjourn:

Motion to adjourn by Selectman Hachey
Seconded by Selectman Hatch

Carried 5-0

Adjourned at 9:04pm

Respectfully submitted,

Jessica Harriman
Town Clerk



