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Chapter 9: Recreation and Open Space 

 

Goal: To promote and protect the availability of recreational opportunities for all Clinton 

residents to include access to surface water.  

 

Purpose: To document traditional recreational opportunities available in the Town of Clinton 

and to identify current and future needs.  

 

Parks and Recreation Board: The Parks and Recreation Board consists of five members and is 

responsible for the town's recreation programs and facilities. There are two co-chairs, one Parks 

and Recreation Director, and two members.  

 

Programs: There are several traditional annual events. A Festival of Trees occurs at Christmas 

time. An Easter Bunny Breakfast is conducted. There is ice skating available in the Old Mill Park 

in the winter. Concerts are enjoyed in the Old Mill Park in the summer. Trunk or Treat is an 

event on Halloween. The Fairfield Police Athletic League (PAL) in concert with the Parks and 

Recreation Director assist each other with the ball fields and participation by the residents. 

Fairfield PAL fosters recreation and culture in the towns of Fairfield, Benton, Clinton, and 

Albion. PAL continues to develop sports fields for soccer, baseball, football, field hockey, 

lacrosse, and softball. Their sports programs are well attended and are a positive activity for 

children and families. See Table 9-1 below. The current programs are adequate for future growth 

except for senior citizen activities.  

 

Other recreational opportunities in Clinton: Clinton Golf Course, a public 9-hole golf course 

is located on the Hill Road and is touted as one of the premier courses in the area.  

 

Clinton Town & Country Trailriders Snowmobile Club maintains 38.7 trail miles with 

volunteers. They normally meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at the club house 

located on the Club House Road off Mutton Lane. See Map 9-1.  

 

A boat access site adjacent to the Old Mill Park is available along the Sebasticook River. Canoes, 

kayaks, row boats, and paddle boats may launch at this site. An inventory of fresh water assets is 

located on Map 2-2, Water Resources Map.  

 

Central Maine 4th of July Celebration organization conducts an annual July 4th parade and two 

days of live entertainment 

 

The Clinton Lion’s Club conducts an annual July Car Show and the four-day Clinton Lions 

Agricultural Fair the weekend after Labor Day.  

 

Maine Farm Days are held annually in August at the Misty Meadows Farm on Hill Road. This is 

an agricultural trade show. 
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Traditionally, a great deal of outdoor recreation including hunting, fishing, hiking, and trails 

occurs on private land with the generous permission of individual landowners.  

 

Regional recreational opportunities: As stated above, Fairfield PAL conducts many programs 

for area towns to include Clinton. See Table 9-1 for participation.  

 
Table 9-1 

Participation for Town in PAL Programs, 2019 

Source: Fairfield PAL Request for Funding Letter, December 6, 2019 

Activity Albion Benton Clinton Fairfield Others Totals  

Cheering 22 27 19 62 0 130 

Soccer 51 76 58 137 12 334 

Field Hockey 3 10 12 13 2 40 

Flag Football 20 34 50 96 2 202 

Baseball/Cal Ripken  13 33 22 47 0 115 

Baseball/Farm League 0 6 6 16 0 28 

Baseball/Babe Ruth 1 5 5 14 0 25 

Basketball 27 42 39 93 4 205 

Summer Program 1 23 20 43 0 87 

Softball 0 20 24 31 1 76 

Total Participants 138 276 255 552 21 1242 

Percentage 11.11% 22.22% 20.53% 44.44% 1.69% 100% 

 

Golf courses are available in Waterville, Vassalboro, Belgrade, and Albion.  

 

Clinton snowmobile trails connect with the surrounding communities of Fairfield, Benton, 

Pittsfield, and Canaan.  

 

The Alfond Youth and Community Center in Waterville provides for a variety of opportunities to 

include aquatics, athletics, and fitness.  

 

The Kennebec Messalonskee Trails offer recreation and fitness trails and a bicycle-pedestrian-

friendly community throughout the City and Towns of Waterville, Winslow, Benton, Fairfield, 

and Oakland. 

 

A boat launch to the Kennebec River is located in Hinckley along Route 23 in Fairfield.  

 

Parks and Recreation comparison: The State of Maine Bureau of Parks and Recreation 

provides recreation facility standards based upon the bureau’s standards and small town 

averages. The following Table 9-2 has been adjusted to reflect Clinton’s population of 

3,486 persons as of 2010. The comparison is only intended to inform a municipality how 

their recreational programs and facilities compare with other communities. Each town will 

identify their own recreational needs based upon the interest of their citizens. 
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Note 1: Bike travel lanes are available along paved shoulders along some portions of Main 

Street/Route 100, all of Baker Street, and the lower end of Hinckley Road.  

Note 2: The three baseball/softball fields are located in the village.   

Note 3: The snowmobile trails are 38.7 miles long and can be used for cross-country skiing. 

 

Open Space: A great deal of outdoor recreation including hunting, fishing, and hiking occurs on 

private land with the generous permission of individual landowners. Maine has a strong tradition 

of access to private lands for recreation. Clinton has many acres of farmland which landowners 

have granted permission for outdoor activities per our Agricultural Survey results. Open Space is 

further addressed in Section 2, Chapter 4. 

 

Connection and Proximity: Recreational playground and facilities are within walking distance 

for the residents in the Village Area. Other residents must commute to these facilities.  
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Table 9-2 
Parks and Recreation Comparison 

Source: State of Bureau of Parks and Recreation and Local Data 

Activity Clinton Small town Average Bureau Standard 

 

Park acreage 

 

   5 acres 

 

33.8  acres NA 

 

Baseball/Softball Fields 

 

3 fields 1.5 fields .56 field 

Multi-use Fields 
 

   0 1.4 fields .73 field 

Basketball Courts 

 

   2 1.4 court 1.6 courts 

Tennis Courts 
 

   0 1.9 courts 1.6 courts 

Recreation Hall 

 

   1 gym/hall .33 hall  3.3 halls 

Playgrounds 
 

  1 1.9 playgrounds 1.6 playgrounds 

Picnic Tables 

 

   2  8.3 tables 6.6 tables 

Swimming  Pools 
 

   0 2617 square feet 3.3 pools 

Boat ramp Parking 
 

  0  14.6 spaces    NA 

Nature Trails 
 

  0 1  mile 3.3 miles 

Exercise Trails 
 

  0 NA 3.3 miles 

Bike Route, See note 1 
 

  0  NA NA 

X Country Ski Trail 
 

  38.7 miles 3.7 miles 3.3 miles 

Ice Skating   3780 square feet 8976 square feet NA 

Sled Areas 
 

  0 NA NA 
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Public-Use Open Spaces and Facilities: The recreation associated facilities and open spaces 

indicated in Table 9-3 below are adequate for recreation programs in the Town of Clinton and 

are adequately conserved. An “X” indicates restrooms and parking are available.  

 
Table 9-3 

Public-Use Open Spaces and Facilities 

Activity Restrooms Buildings/Spaces Parking 

Rec Committee 

Annual Events 

X All are held in 

various bldgs and 

open space 

X 

Police Athletic 

League 

X In bldgs and 

open space 

X 

Clinton Golf 

Course 

X Club house and 

Open space 

X 

Snowmobile 

Club Meetings 

X Club House X 

Snowmobile 

Riding 

NA Open Space NA 

Clinton Lion’s 

Club 

X Bldgs & 

Fairgrounds 

 

Alfond Youth 

and Community 

Center 

X Bldgs and Open 

Space 

X 

Kennebec 

Messalonskee 

Trails 

X Open Space X 

 

 

Issues: 

 

There is a need for Recreational Programs for Adults and the Elderly. 
 

There is a need for walking trails, to include a river walk, and additional biking opportunities.  
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Policies: Minimum policies required to address state goals: 

 

(1) To maintain/upgrade existing recreational facilities as necessary to meet current and future 

needs. 

 

(2) To preserve open space for recreational use as appropriate. 

 

(3) To seek to achieve or continue to maintain at least one major point of public access to major 

water bodies for boating, fishing, and swimming, and work with nearby property owners to 

address concerns. 

 

Strategies: Minimum strategies required to address state goals: 

 

(1) Create a list of recreation needs or develop a recreation plan to meet current and future needs. 

Assign a committee or community official to explore ways of addressing the identified needs 

and/or implementing the policies and strategies outlined in the plan. 

 

(2) Work with public and private partners to extend and maintain a network of trails for 

motorized and non-motorized uses. Connect with regional trail systems where possible. 

 

(3) Work with an existing local land trust or other conservation organizations to pursue 

opportunities to protect important open space or recreational land. 

 

(4) Provide educational materials regarding the benefits and protections for landowners allowing 

public recreational access on their property. At a minimum this will include information on 

Maine’s landowner liability law regarding recreational or harvesting use, Title 14, M.R.S.A. 

§159-A. 
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Chapter 9, Recreation and Open Space 

Issues identified by the Comprehensive Planning Committee with Strategies:   
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Issue Strategy Responsibility Action 

Party 

Coordinator Implementation 

Issue 9-1 

Need for 

recreational 

programs 

for adults 

and elderly 

Review the 

growing  

senior citizen 

population, 

then conduct 

surveys to 

determine 

needs and 

pursue 

funding  for 

potential 

programs 

Town 

Manager 

Parks and 

Recreation 

Board 

Spectrum 

Generations, 

local senior 

citizens, 

Clinton 

Elementary 

School 

2022 

Issue 9-2 

Need for 

walking 

trails and 

bike paths  

 

Appoint a 

committee 

under the 

Parks and 

Recreation 

Department, 

acquire 

recreational 

easements 

and funding 

Selectmen Town 

Manager 

Local 

landowners, 

MDOT, 

Kennebec 

Messalonskee 

Trails 

Start 2025 

The town 

should 

consider 

joining 

Kennebec 

Messalonskee 

Trails.   

Selectmen Town 

Manager 

Kennebec 

Messalonskee 

Trails and  

Parks and 

Recreation 

Board and  

Start 2023 


