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Chapter 14: Hazard Mitigation 

 

Goal: To provide for the best mitigation of hazards by preventing them from occurring and 

additionally to reduce loss of life, property damage, and to protect community resources. 

 

Purpose: The purpose is to identify the natural and manmade hazards that may occur in Clinton 

to make a more disaster-resistance community. There is no longer a State of Maine requirement 

to include Hazard Mitigation; an analysis was completed to see if Clinton had any shortcomings. 

 

Vulnerability:  

• WINTER STORMS: Winter storms with snow, ice, and freezing temperatures in various 

combinations are the most probable natural cause of emergencies or disasters in Clinton, 

Maine. The Town is prepared to handle most winter emergencies through its contractor. 

A potential for emergency exists when such storms also result in loss of electric power, 

leaving people without adequate heating capability. Heavy wet snows of early fall and 

late spring cause most power failures, however ice storms can also cause power outages. 

 

• FLOODS: Floods are another possible natural cause of emergencies or disasters in 

Clinton, Maine. Spring thaws and ice breakups may cause some lowland flooding. 

summer and fall storms are more likely to be responsible for major flooding. 

 

• WINDSTORMS: Violent windstorms are possible in Clinton, Maine. A hurricane hit 

Maine in 1938 and several hurricanes occurred in the 1950’s. Clinton was also subject to 

wind damage during the fall of 2017. Most windstorms result in downed trees, damaged 

telephone and power lines, and crop losses.  

 

• DROUGHT: Drought can be a problem in late summer with local springs and well levels 

reduced to minimal flows. In Clinton, a large farming community, crops and livestock are 

very susceptible. Water tables reached an all time low during the national drought of 

1988, however recovery was fairly rapid. 

 

• WILDFIRE: Wildfires are possible in the forested area of Clinton during late summer 

and early fall. The forests contain potential fuel for a serious, extensive wildfire. Some 

recreational and single homes, with single access roads, are in jeopardy. Wildfire Danger 

Reports from the Maine Forest Service are helpful. Clinton relies on its citizens to report 

fires as soon as possible.   

 

• EARTHQUAKE: In general, earthquakes with magnitudes of less than 5.0 cause little or 

very localized damage. Regionally earthquakes have been experienced in recent time. A 

4.0 magnitude earthquake was recorded in Albion, Maine on December 28, 1988. 

Another earthquake occurred in the Winslow-China region on February 25, 1999 

registering 3.7 magnitude. Clinton is situated in a remote earthquake zone. Although 

earthquakes are not a frequent event, they have the potential to cause extensive damage.  
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• NATIONAL EMERGENCIES: National emergencies, including a possible attack by 

foreign interests or terrorist groups are based on the current threat level provided by the 

Department of Homeland Security. Since Clinton, Maine is dependent upon outside 

resources for a large percentage of food and fuel supplies, any situation which might 

affect this system could have a severe impact upon the town’s population.  

 

• TECHNOLOGICAL HAZARDS:  

o Hazardous Materials lead the list of potential hazards which could impact the 

Town of Clinton, Maine. Fuels are the most widespread materials likely to create 

problems. Some likely areas for hazardous material spills are along the Railroad 

and I95 corridors.  

o Electronic devices to include computers, networks, programs, and data are 

vulnerable to unauthorized access or attacks that are aimed for exploitation. The 

Town of Clinton may be subject to cyberattacks that are designed to access or 

destroy sensitive data. 

 

• AIRCRAFT CRASHES can happen anywhere in Maine. Small private planes and 

military aircraft are common in Kennebec County air space. A commercial airliner, off 

course in bad weather, remains a potential threat for creating mass casualties. Aircraft can 

also become entangled with CMP high altitude power lines causing or life or property 

damage. 

 

• SHORTAGES: The shortage of energy or food supplies caused by transportation issues, 

national disaster, droughts, or world trade could threaten the welfare of the citizens of 

Clinton, Maine. The dependency upon out-of-state sources can also become a problem 

when normal deliveries are interrupted. 

 

Potential Projects listed in Kennebec County Hazard Mitigation Plan – 2016 Update:  

1. Johnson Flats Rd: Elevate roadway 600' x 21' x 2' on average and stabilize shoulders with 

geotextile and fractured stone. Cost estimate: $40,000. Time-frame: Long Term. Responsible 

Agency: Hwy Foreman. Status: Deferred: lack of funds 

2. True Rd: Upsize existing 72'' x 40' cmp with 12'' x 8' x 40' bottomless box culvert with 

integrated headwalls. Cost estimate: $70,000. Time-frame: Long Term. Responsible Agency: 

Hwy Foreman. Status: Deferred; lack of funds 

3. Rogers Rd: Armor ditches 500' and line with fractures stone. Install check dams as needed, 

add 8'' x 20' x 4000' surface gravel, shape, and crown road. (Site may have had PA funds in the 

past; verbiage to be added). Cost estimate: $35,000. Time-frame: Medium Term. Responsible 

agency: Hwy Foreman. Status: Deferred; lack of funds 

4. Pease Rd: Add 15'' x 40' HDPE culvert. Cost estimate: $1,500. Time-frame: Short Term. 

Responsible agency: Hwy Foreman. Status: Deferred; lack of funds 

Note: At the time of this Kennebec County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update, Clinton had a 

highway foreman. Presently, there is a road commissioner and a road committee. 
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Policies: None required to meet state goals. 

 

Strategies: None required to meet state goals. 

 

Issues:  

 

There is no current Emergency Operations Plan for the Town of Clinton. 

  

Kennebec County Hazardous Mitigation Plan and the town’s road maintenance plan need to be 

deconflicted. 

  

The railroad traffic through Clinton prevents timely emergency responses at the two crossings 

located on Baker Street/Hinckley Road and on Railroad Street.  
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Chapter 14, Hazardous Mitigation 

Issues identified by the Comprehensive Planning Committee with Strategies:   
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Issue Strategy Responsibility Action 

Party 

Coordinator Implementation 

Issue 14-1 

No current 

Emergency 

Operations 

Plan 

Update plan 

using current 

Maine 

Emergency 

Management 

Agency 

guidelines 

EMA Director Town 

Manager 

Kennebec 

County  

Emergency 

Management 

Agency 

Director 

August 2021 

Issue 14-2  

Kennebec 

County 

Hazardous 

Mitigation 

Plan and the 

town’s Road 

Maintenance 

Plan need to 

be 

deconflicted 

 

Contact 

Kennebec 

Emergency 

Management 

Director to 

schedule a 

work session 

to deconflict 

the 2016 

Kennebec 

County 

Hazard 

Mitigation 

Plan and 

determine 

what needs 

to go into the 

Clinton’s 

Road 

Maintenance 

Plan 

Road 

Commissioner  

Clinton’s 

Emergency 

Management 

Director 

Kennebec 

Emergency 

Management 

Director, 

Road 

Committee 

January 2022 

Issue 14-3  

The railroad 

traffic 

through 

Clinton 

prevents 

timely 

emergency 

responses 

Coordinate 

with the 

railroad to 

develop a 

system to 

prevent 

delays by 

emergency 

responders 

Town 

Manager 

Fire Chief, 

Emergency 

Management 

Director, and 

Police Chief 

Pan Am 

Railways 

Start 2023 


