
  

CLINTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2014, 6:30 P.M. 

SELECTMEN’S ROOM, TOWN OFFICE 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   Chairman Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
SELECTMEN PRESENT/QUORUM:  Chairman Jeffrey Towne, Vice Chairman 
Geraldine Dixon, Selectmen Ed Blanchard, Randy Clark, and Ronnie Irving.  Also 
present Town Manager Warren Hatch and Deputy Town Clerk Donna Runnels.    
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
Approval of Selectmen’s Minutes 
Selectman Clark moved the Board approve the minutes of the October 28, 2014, meeting.  
Selectman Irving asked for an amendment; his attorney’s last name is Rowden (not 
Bowden).  Selectman Dixon moved the minutes be approved as amended.  Selectman 
Blanchard then questioned if Selectman Irving can’t work for a vendor, why Selectman 
Clark can.  Chairman Towne stated that wasn’t up for discussion.  Vote 5 – 0 to accept 
the minutes as amended.  
 
VFW Donation 
Chairman Towne said that VFW Fairfield Memorial Post #6924 donated $5,000 for aid to 
veterans and the elderly.  Town Manager Hatch said that it is for veterans and also elderly 
who don’t make the eligibility cutoff for General Assistance.  Selectman Clark moved 
that the Board accept the donation; Selectman Dixon seconded the motion.  Chairman 
Towne said the understanding is that it is accepted with those conditions.  Chairman 
Towne said the Board needs to send a letter of appreciation to the VFW.  Vote 5 – 0 to 
accept the donation.   
 
Solid Waste Process Proposal – ecomaine Presentation  
Chairman Towne gave the floor to Lissa Bittermann, Manager of Business Development, 
for ecomaine.  Ms. Bittermann presented a power point presentation on what the 
company could offer the town.  Chairman Towne questioned how the town would 
monitor what’s going in.  Ms. Bittermann said there is a percent of contamination in 
every load.  Ecomaine would call the town if they receive a dirty load and could charge a 
fee if a load is dirty; if 10% or more of the load is dirty, ecomaine could charge a penalty, 
but Ms. Bittermann said they have never done that. 
 
Selectman Irving asked if it would be the town’s responsibility to get our loads to 
Portland.  Ms. Bittermann said that it would be. 
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In the audience, Butch Whittaker commented that he couldn’t figure out how we would 
save money; we are making money now.  Selectman Clark said that there would be more 
recycling and less trash.  Selectman Dixon commented that the town is not making that 
much money. 
 
Ms. Bittermann said that ecomaine is further away, but they offer more.  The town would 
end up with more tonnage in recyclables and less hauling of garbage.  Chairman Towne 
commented that we pay for hauling now. 
 
Scott Cyrway from Benton, suggested a cost comparison of the present system and 
ecomaine. 
 
Mike Walton, Clinton resident, said that Casella’s would take all stiff plastic whereas 
ecomaine won’t.  Ms. Bittermann said that she was surprised.  Ecomaine doesn’t have a 
good market for extremely light plastic, and it doesn’t result in much tonnage. 
 
Ms. Bittermann said that the town wouldn’t be spending disposal fees to PERC.  
Selectman Irving asked if ecomaine helped with penalties for garbage not going to PERC.  
Ms. Bittermann said they do not; they offer the same thing to everyone.  They can’t offer 
sweetheart deals. 
 
Chairman Towne asked Ms. Bittermann to put together a proposal from ecomaine.  It will 
be put on the next Clinton selectmen’s’ meeting.  Ms. Bittermann said that she would like 
to be at the meeting to answer questions, but she will be out of town.  Antoine Morin, 
Benton selectman, asked if Clinton planned to accept a proposal from either company at 
the 11/25 meeting.  Chairman Towne said no.  Mr. Morin said that Transfer Station 
Director Gerald Howard had mentioned a kickoff of January 1 to him.  Selectman Irving 
said Mr. Howard would have to notify people at the transfer station.   
 
Ms. Bittermann said ecomaine could do a lot ahead of time to “create a buzz”.  She could 
also get hauling fees from truckers for Clinton.   
 
Selectman Clark suggested the Clinton and Benton town boards get together at some 
time.  Mr. Morin said he can’t speak for the Benton board, but he would go with Mr. 
Howard’s recommendation.  Selectman Dixon thinks people would recycle more if they 
could throw it in one bin.  
 
Selectmen Clark and Dixon said if a workshop were held, it would have to be posted 
seven days ahead of time so that citizens could attend. 
 
After Ms. Bittermann left, Mr. Howard said that he met with Casella’s for three hours 
today.  He would go with Casella’s proposal because of the cost and the proximity.  
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SUPPLEMENTS AND ABATEMENTS: 
 
Town Manager Hatch asked Assessor Carroll Weeks, Jr. to explain abatement 
recommendation #15-2014.  Selectman Dixon has talked to the assessor and understands 
now. 
 
Selectman Clark moved to approve abatement recommendation #15-2014 in the amount 
of $823.05.  Reason:  house was priced with the wrong grade and condition.  Also 
removed 20% building factor to reflect true market value.  Second by Selectman Dixon.  
Vote 5 – 0. 
 
 
Solid Waste Contract with Bolster’s 
Town Manager Hatch believes the Bolster’s contract is the same except for the price per 
ton for municipal solid waste loads.  It went up from $170 to $200.  This has been the 
first increase from Bolster’s in about ten years.  Chairman Towne said it’s a three-year 
contract.  Selectman Irving questioned there being no other bids.  Mr. Howard said we’ve 
been with Bolster’s since 1995, and other bids are always higher.  Selectman Dixon asked 
if this was the contract we thought we had, but didn’t sign.  Mr. Howard said it was.  
Selectman Clark moved that we approve the contract; Selectman Dixon seconded.   
 
Mr. Whittaker questioned how Bolster’s can have the contract to both haul in and haul 
out.  He claimed Bolster’s gets 50% when he hauls Pride’s cardboard to our transfer 
station.  Mr. Howard denied that.  Chairman Towne asked if anyone thought the contract 
should be put out to bid.  Selectman Dixon said that it was put out to bid, but the contract 
was never signed.   
 
The motion passed 5 – 0. 
 
 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
Town Manager Hatch reported that: 
 

- The road work is almost done on Battle Ridge Road 
- A culvert was changed on Goodrich Road November 10.   
- Hillcrest Drive may not be done this year, but it should be.   
- The next one should be Johnson Flat Road.  Some ditching will be done on 

Johnson Flat Road where it comes across the bog.  We will look at that because it 
fills up fast.  We will tailgate spread gravel so that it can be graded.   

- He could get advice from the contractors on how long to keep working on the 
roads. 

 
TREASURER’S WARRANT #28 
Selectman Blanchard questioned the bill for a lawyer in Portland.  Town Manager Hatch 
said it concerned the dismissal of an officer.  Selectman Blanchard asked why we didn’t 
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go with MMA.  Town Manager Hatch said that he received varying opinions from MMA 
and the Department of Labor and decided to go with a lawyer. 
 
Selectman Clark made a motion to approve Treasurer’s Warrant #28 in the amount of 
$246,623.72.  Selectman Dixon seconded the motion, and it passed 5 – 0. 
 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Selectman Blanchard asked what we’re going to do about the beaver problem.  Town 
Manager Hatch said we’re going to try perforated pipe.  Selectman Blanchard asked 
about relocating them.  Someone mentioned that Dennis Witham on Railroad Street has 
trapped them out of other places. 
 
Town Manager Hatch said that the selectmen were given the results of the town elections. 
 
Town Manager Hatch brought to the selectmen’s’ attention a presentation at the library 
on 11/13.   
 
       
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

- Proposal from ecomaine 
 
 
COMMENTS/QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONCERNING MATTERS 
NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  - The Board’s rules of procedure 
have imposed a 15-minute time limit. 
 
No questions or concerns voiced. 
 
 
ADJOURN:  Selectman Clark moved to adjourn at 8:15 pm,  second by Selectman 
Dixon.  All in favor. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Donna J. Runnels 
Deputy Town Clerk  
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