
  

CLINTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
THURSDAY, JUNE 23, 2015, 6:30 P.M. 

SELECTMEN’S ROOM, TOWN OFFICE 
 

MINUTES 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   Chairman Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
SELECTMEN PRESENT/QUORUM:  Chairman Jeffrey Towne, Selectmen Ed Blanchard, 
Selectman Ronnie Irving, and Selectman Randy Clark. Vice Chairman Geraldine Dixon was 
absent due to illness.   Also present Interim Town Manager Pamela Violette and Deputy Town 
Clerk Earla Haggerty.    

 
PUBLIC HEARING-SPECIAL TOWN MEETING ARTICLES 

ASSESSOR/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
CLINTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
6:40 p.m. - Chairman Towne asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing for the Special 
Town Meeting Articles.  Selectman Clark moved to open the Public Hearing on Special Town 
Meeting Articles for the Police Department and Assessor’s Agent/Code Enforcement Office.  
Selectman Irving seconded the motion.  Vote: 4-0 
 
Chairman Towne opened the Public Hearing with a summary of the June 9th election results 
where Articles 5 and 8 were defeated.  Chairman Towne explained that Article 5 – in the amount 
of $41,358 for the Assessor’s Agent/Code Enforcement Office had been defeated by 12 votes – 
Yes votes being 139 and No votes being 151. 
 
Chairman Towne further explained that Article 8 – Police Department in the amount of $241,673 
had been defeated by 10 votes – Yes votes being 140 and No votes being 150.  Chairman Town 
stated that the Selectmen had no prior indication from the public that these departments had 
fallen out of favor with the public and asked the public to respond to the No votes and advise the 
Selectmen of the problems or complaints starting with the Article for the Police Department.  
 
There followed a lively discussion between members of the public, Selectmen and police 
department personnel regarding the pros and cons of Clinton retaining a police department.  The 
end result of the discussion was a sense that the public appreciated having law enforcement 
coverage but wanted the Selectmen to explore whether or not a less expensive arrangement was 
available, i.e., Kennebec Sheriff’s Department, or simply less hours of coverage by Clinton PD. 
 
After the discussion with the public Chairman Towne thanked the participants for their input 
regarding the Police Department and asked for the public to turn their attention to Article 2 – for 
the Assessor’s Agent/Code Enforcement.  A short discussion with the public followed regarding 
the confusion the public had with the two amounts on the August 18th warrant.  Chairman Towne 
explained that the Budget Committee’s amount of $37,480 removed $3,878 of Flex Time wages.  
Selectman Irving stated that the wages for the Assessor’s Agent/Code Enforcement Office 
needed to be looked at closely.  The consensus of the Select Board was perhaps the $37,480  
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should be submitted to the voters on August 18th but all agreed it should be an agenda item for 
July 14th for final decision.   
     
7:13 p.m.  Chairman Town asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Selectman Clark 
moved to close the Public Hearing on the Special Town Meeting Articles for the Assessor’s 
Agent/Code Enforcement and the Police Department.  Selectman Irving seconded the motion.  
Vote: 4-0  
 
ACTION ITEMS: 

a. Approval of Selectmen’s Minutes - Selectman Clark moved the Board approve the 
minutes of the June 11, 2015, meeting.  Selectman Irving seconded the motion.           
Vote 4 – 0 to accept the minutes.   

 
b. Annual Appointments:   

 
1.  Town Manager’s Annual Appointments Confirmation by Board of 

Selectmen.   Selectmen reviewed the list of Town Manager appointments.  
Fire Chief – Gary Petley; Police Chief - Craig Johnson; Highway Department 
Head – Clayton Pierce; Solid Waste Transfer and Recycling Center Director – 
Gerald Howard; and, Code Enforcement Officer Carroll Weeks.  Selectman 
Clark moved to approve the Town Manager’s appointments but the motion 
failed for lack of a second.  Selectman Irving stated that he had a problem 
with one of the appointments and would not support that position with his 
vote.  Chairman Towne instructed that each appointment would be dealt with 
by a separate motion.  
 
Fire Chief: Selectman Irving moved to confirm the appointment of Gary 
Petley as Clinton Fire Chief.  Selectman Clark seconded the motion. Vote: 4-0 
 
Police Chief: Selectman Clark moved to confirm the appointment of Craig 
Johnson as Police Chief but the motion failed for lack of second.  Selectman 
Irving stated that he had heard from a number of residents that they would like 
a change regarding Police Chief’s position 
 
ITM Pam Violette provided Chairman Towne with a legal opinion from 
MMA regarding “Hold Over Authority” for an official that is not confirmed. 
In view of the legal opinion Chairman Towne stated that Craig Johnson would 
remain the Police Chief until other arrangements were made.   
 
Highway Department Head:  Selectman Irving moved to confirm the 
appointment of Clayton Pierce as the Highway Department Head.  Selectman 
Clark seconded the motion.  Vote: 3-1 with Selectman Blanchard being the 
opposing vote. 
 
Solid Waste Transfer and Recycling Center Director: Selectman Irving 
moved to confirm the appointment of Gerald Howard as Solid Waste Transfer 
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and Recycling Center Director.  Selectman Clark seconded the motion. Vote: 
4-0 
 
Code Enforcement Officer: Selectman Irving moved to confirm the 
appointment of Carroll Weeks as Code Enforcement Officer.  Selectman 
Clark seconded the motion. Vote: 3-1 with Selectman Blanchard being the 
opposing vote.  
 
ITM Pam Violette introduced Frank Gioffre to the Board of Selectman and 
advised that for the last several weeks he had acted as the alternate Code 
Enforcement Officer in Carroll Weeks absence.  She and the Board thanked 
him for outstanding service during a difficult time. 
 

2.  Board of Selectmen Annual Appointments  
 
General Assistance Director:  Selectman Clark moved to appoint Pamela 
Violette as General Assistance Director; Road Commissioner; Tax Collector 
and Web Master for fiscal year  July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016.  Selectman 
Irving seconded the motion. Vote 4-0 
 
Chairman Towne stated that Pam Violette will continue as “Hold Over 
Authority” in the offices as Treasurer and Interim Town Manager until further 
action by the Board of Selectman. 
 
Assessor’s Agent: Selectmen Irving moved to appoint Carroll Weeks as 
Assessor’s Agent for fiscal year July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016.  Selectman 
Clark seconded the motion.  Vote: 4-0.  

 
c. Account Transfers:  Chairman Towne explained that per Charter Budget Transfers were 

allowed to be 1% of the non-educational  budget, which in this case was $24,000.  
Chairman Towne further explained that the transfer requests before the Board for fiscal 
year July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 amount to $22,920.75 and he instructed it would be 
necessary to have a separate motion for each resolution. 
 
Resolution 14-14 – Department 20 – Cemetery - $1,746.24:  Selectman Irving moved 
to approve Resolution 14-14 to transfer the sum of $1,746.24 from Department 99 – 
Miscellaneous Overlay to  Department 20 – Cemetery.  Selectman Clark seconded the 
motion.  Vote: 4-0. 
  
Resolution 14-15 – Department 14 – Animal Control  - $27.88:  Selectman Irving 
moved to approve Resolution 14-15 to transfer the sum of $27.88 from Department 06 – 
Police Department Payroll to  Department 14 – Animal Control.   Selectman Clark 
seconded the motion.  Vote: 4-0. 
    
Resolution 14-16 – Department 19 – Insurance  - $19,922.05:  Selectman Irving 
moved to approve Resolution 14-16 to transfer the sum of $19,922.05 from Department 
11 – Transfer Station Tipping Fee to Department 19 – Insurance.   Selectman Clark 
seconded the motion.  Vote: 4-0. 
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Resolution 14-17 – Department 27 – Street Lights  - $1,224.58:  Selectman Irving 
moved to approve Resolution 14-17 to transfer the sum of $1,224.58 from Department 99 
– Overlay to Department 27 – Street Lights.   Selectman Clark seconded the motion.  
Vote: 4-0. 
 

d. Town Manager Search – ITM Pam Violette presented a draft advertisement for the 
position of Clinton Town Manager for the Board’s consideration.  Selectman Irving 
asked if the town was required to post the ad outside the own office.  Chairman Towne 
advised that the personnel policy requires advertising for 5 days on the town bulletin 
board and in a local newspaper. 
 
After the Selectmen reviewed the ad Selectmen Irving moved to accept and approve the 
ad for Clinton Town Manager as presented.  Ed Blanchard seconded the motion.        
Vote: 4-0.    

 
SUPPLEMENTS AND ABATEMENTS:  ITM Pam Violette explained she was presenting 
Abatement #21/2014 for Judy Curtis in the amount of $90.27 as a correcting abatement was in 
order because the mobile home had been moved out of town prior to April 1st and should not 
have been taxed.  
 
Selectman Irving moved to approve Abatement #21/2014 for Judy Curtis in the amount $90.27 
for fiscal year 2014/2015.  Selectman Blanchard seconded the motion.  Vote: 4-0  
 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

1. DEP Compliance:  ITM Pam Violette said she would like to clarify statements made 
at the June 11th meeting that the DEP was requiring the Highway Department to 
remove all the material deposited by the Highway Department, i.e., old culverts and 
road debris.  ITM Violette advised she had spoken directly with Mr. Butler and had a 
copy of the DEP letter stating that the old culverts would need to be removed but the 
remainder of the material was compliant with DEP regulations.  However, ITM 
Violette offered that Mr. Butler found the waste containers to be non-compliant 
because they were not being covered at night.  She stated Director Gerald Howard 
had been advised of the matter and was currently working on a solution.  

2. Kennebec County Budget:  ITM Violette stated that she had received a letter from 
the Kennebec County Commissioners advising they would be late with the county 
budget.  

3. Payroll Annual Assignment for Authorization:  ITM Violette advised it was 
necessary for the Board to re-assign authority for signing payroll warrants given that 
Selectman Dixon was out for an undetermined amount of time due to illness. 
Chairman Towne moved to appoint Selectman Blanchard to authorize payroll 
warrants until Selectman Dixon returns.  Selectman Blanchard seconded the motion.  
Vote: 3-1 Selectman Clark being the opposing vote.  
 

UNFINISHED/NEW BUSINESS – ITM Violette advised there were several non-profit 
organizations that had not submitted invoices for payment for FY 2014/2015 and the warrant for 
approval at the meeting was the last warrant of the fiscal year.  (HeadStart-$500; Generations - 
$1,886; Hospice - $500; KVCAP $525)  Chairman Towne remarked that it was unfortunate the 
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entities did not request payment because Clinton most likely received services.  There was no 
motion regarding the matter.    
 
TREASURER’S WARRANT 
Selectman Irving moved to approve Treasurer’s Warrant #79 in the amount of $58,379.11 
Selectman Blanchard seconded the motion.  Vote 4-0.  Warrant approved. 
 
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA – July 14, 2015 

- Public Hearing for August 18th Town Warrant 
- Finalize Town Warrant for August 18, 2015 Referendum Election  
- Annual Organization for Board of Selectmen 
- Committee Appointments 
- Town Manager Search  

 
COMMENTS/QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONCERNING MATTERS NOT 
RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
 
The Board’s rules of procedure have imposed a 15-minute time limit.  Chairman Towne 
acknowledged that this was Selectmen Randy Clarke’s last meeting and thanked him for his long 
service to the Town.  
 
ADJOURN:  8:23 p.m. Selectman Irving moved to adjourn and Selectman Blanchard seconded 
the motion.  Vote 4-0  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Earla J. Haggerty 
Deputy Town Clerk  
 


