
  

CLINTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2015, 6:30 P.M. 

SELECTMEN’S ROOM, TOWN OFFICE 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:37 p.m.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   Chairman Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
SELECTMEN PRESENT/QUORUM:  Chairman Jeffrey Towne, Vice Chairman 
Geraldine Dixon, Selectmen Ed Blanchard, Selectman Ronnie Irving, and Selectman 
Randy Clark.  Also present Interim Town Manager Pamela Violette and Deputy Town 
Clerk Earla Haggerty.    

 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 

a. Approval of Selectmen’s Minutes - Selectman Clark moved the Board approve 
the minutes of the May 26, 2015, meeting.  Selectman Dixon seconded the 
motion.  Vote 5 – 0 to accept the minutes.   

 
b. Town Meeting Results – Chairman Towne congratulated and welcomed Ronnie 

Irving and Stephen Hatch as the newly elected Selectmen and thanked out-going 
Selectman Randy Clark for his service.  
 
Chairman Towne stated that two operational articles were defeated making it 
necessary to hold two public hearings and special town meeting to deal with 
Article 5 for the Assessor Agent/Code Enforcement and Article 8 for the Police 
Department.  
 
Selectman Irving stated that he was anxious to have a public hearing because he 
was very curious as to why the public rejected the article.  Selectmen  agreed that 
they were not aware of discontent with the department nor had they heard  
complaints regarding police services.  
 
Selectman Clark stated that the town was required to provide the public with 
Assessing and Code Enforcement Services so it would be interesting to find out 
why the public rejected Article 5 and he hoped the public would show up to the 
next public hearing to enlighten the Board.  Selectman Irving said the CEO salary 
should be looked at.   
 
There was lengthy discussion between the Selectmen and members of the public 
regarding whether or not the town was providing adequate notice regarding 
elections and the public’s need to vote.  It was suggested that an electric marquis 
would be beneficial. Consensus was that current signage was acceptable and if the 
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town makes a reasonable effort to publish and announce meetings and elections 
then it becomes the voter’s responsibility to choose to participate or not in town 
government processes.  
 
Chairman Towne expressed his concern regarding whether or not there was 
enough time to get the ballots printed for another special town meeting to which 
ITM Pam Violette responded she was confident the ballots would be printed in 
time.  Chairman Towne then called for a motion to have a public hearing on June 
23rd and a Special Town Meeting on August 18th regarding Articles 5 and 8.   
 
Selectman Clark moved to call two Public Hearing on  Article 5 – Assessing 
/Code Enforcement and Article 8 – Clinton Police Department – the first on 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 at 6:30 p.m., the second on Tuesday, July 14, 2015 at 
6:30 p.m. and to set a Special Town Meeting Referendum for Tuesday, August 
18, 2015.  Selectman Irving seconded the motion.  Vote: 5-0 
   

c. Road Update – ITM Pam Violette advised that she had reviewed road 
maintenance issues with Clayton and remained concerned that Pike Industries 
would not talk to Clayton Pierce about the project.  She added that in the  
meantime the Town Office was being inundated with calls and complaints from 
citizens from the Tardiff Road and Mutton Lane.  Selectman Irving asked who 
was overseeing the Pike Project for the town.  Chairman Towne advised that the 
contract identified Warren Hatch as the contact person.  Selectman Irving 
responded that it should be Clayton Pierce because he was the individual out there 
every day.  ITM Violette said it had not been made clear to Clayton that he was to 
be in charge.  Selectman Irving said he would be willing to meet with Pam and 
Clayton to discuss the road situation but he believed Clayton needed to know that 
he was in charge, especially for the Pike Project. 
 
Selectman Clark moved to appoint Clayton Pierce the authorized municipal 
contact for the Clinton Highway Department and with Pike Industries.  Selectman 
Irving seconded the motion. Vote: 5-0  
 
The Selectman agreed that Clayton should contact Pike Industries as soon as 
possible to establish Pike’s intentions to finish the project.  Selectman Irving 
asked ITM Violette to review the Bond Report activity with Clayton because he 
believed 41 hours of cutting shoulders and grading was unusual and he would like 
an explanation.  
 
Selectman Blanchard asked if Clayton could use the part time person for filling 
pot holes.  ITM Violette responded that the current Highway Budget would 
probably not accommodate that activity but she would review the budget with 
Clayton to see what was possible.     
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d. Appointment of Moderator for June 16, 2015 – School Validation Vote – 
Chairman Towne called for a motion to appoint Melody Fitzpatrick as moderator 
for the June 16th School Validation Vote.  Selectman Clark moved to appoint 
Melody Fitzpatrick as moderator for the June 16th School Validation Vote.  
Selectman Dixon seconded the motion.  Vote: 5-0. 
 

SUPPLEMENTS AND ABATEMENTS: None 
 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

1.  Hostile Resident – ITM Violette advised the Board that a very irate lady came 
into the town office and accused the election staff of stuffing ballots into the 
voting machine after the polls were closed.  ITM Violette wanted to get on 
record that after the polls close the election staff, which is made up of a ballot 
clerk from each political party, processes the absentee ballots. Further, she 
stated the doors to the polls are not locked during that process to allow the 
public access to the proceedings.   

 
UNFINISHED/NEW BUSINESS - None 
 
TREASURER’S WARRANT 
Selectman Clark moved to approve Treasurer’s Warrant #76 in the amount of 
$250,313.91  Selectman Dixon seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0.  Warrant approved. 
 
 
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA – June 11, 2015 

- Public Hearing 
- Annual Appointments for FY 2015/2016 
- Town Manager Search  

 
COMMENTS/QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONCERNING MATTERS 
NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA - The Board’s rules of procedure 
have imposed a 15-minute time limit.  
  

1. Mrs. Roderick asked the Selectman what the Town intended to do regarding 
assessing services given the long absence of the Assessor’s Agent for medical 
reasons.  Mrs. Roderick stated she had repeatedly sought a conversation with 
the Assessor’s Agent regarding a revaluation of her property for the new tax 
year and was now being told it would be another six weeks before she could 
secure an appointment.  Chairman Towne apologized for the inconvenience 
and thanked her for her patience as the Selectmen work their way through the 
situation.  He advised the Agent was, in fact,  to be out  several more weeks, 
therefore, it might be necessary for Mrs. Roderick to request an abatement 
after the taxes were committed in lieu of a property revaluation before the 
commitment.      
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7:55p.m. Chairman Town asked for a motion to go into Executive Session.  Selectman 
Clark moved to go into Executive Session pursuant to Title 1, MRS Section 405(6)(F).  
Discussion of confidential personnel matter.  Selectman Dixon seconded the motion.  
Vote: 5-0.  
 
8:30 p.m. - Back into regular session. . 
 
Action as a result of Executive Session: 
 
Selectman Irving moved to terminate the Town’s contract with  Warren Hatch, without 
cause under section 3(d) of the Employment contract, effective immediately, with 
payment of early termination pay of two-month’ salary and accrued benefits, second by 
Selectman Clark.  Vote 5-0.  Motion passed. 
 
Selectman Irving moved to appoint Pamela Violette as Treasurer, effective immediately, 
second by Selectman Clark.  Vote 5-0 
 
Chairman Town included a Town Manager search under next agenda items. 
 
Interim Town Manager Violette asked if the Board of Selectmen would consider sending 
another police officer to the academy in the future.  The consensus of the Board was yes 
pending the outcome of the Police Department’s budget after the Special Town Meeting 
on August 18, 2015 and not until January’s class. 
 
ADJOURN:  8:47 p.m. Selectman Clarke moved to adjourn and Selectman Dixon 
seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Earla J. Haggerty 
Deputy Town Clerk  
 


