
  

CLINTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2015, 6:30 P.M. 

SELECTMEN’S ROOM, TOWN OFFICE 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.   

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   Chairman Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

SELECTMEN PRESENT/QUORUM:  Chairman Jeffrey Towne, Vice Chairman 

Geraldine Dixon, Selectmen Ed Blanchard, Selectman Ronnie Irving, and Selectman 

Randy Clark.  Also present Interim Town Manager Pamela Violette and Deputy Town 

Clerk Earla Haggerty.    

 

INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC HEARING 

JUNE 9, 2015 – ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT ARTICLES 

 

Chairman Towne asked for a motion to open the public hearing on the town meeting 

warrant articles.  Selectman Clark moved to open the Informational Public Hearing, 

Selectman Dixon seconded.  Vote: 5-0  

 

Chairman Towne asked the public in attendance if there were any questions regarding the 

proposed budget.  Gary Richards stated that he had studied the Town of Benton’s budget 

and could not understand why Benton could have a 13.6 mil rate but Clinton’s was over 

17.  Chairman Towne stated that the towns were similar in some respects but certainly 

not identical.  He made the observation that Clinton has an organized fire department,  

EMS Rescue department and a police department – all of which Benton does not have.  

Selectman Clark made the observation that Benton is not a town manager form of 

government and that would account for some of the differences in salary expense.  The 

gentleman insisted that Benton buys all the services that were mention and still manages 

to keep the mil rate low.  After discussion Chairman Town thanked the gentleman for his 

comments and asked for a motion to  close the public hearing.   

 

Selectman Clark moved to close the informational public hearing on the June 9, 2015 

Annual Town Meeting Warrant Articles.  Selectman Dixon seconded the motion.  Vote: 

5-0 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

 

a. Approval of Selectmen’s Minutes - Selectman Clark moved the Board approve 

the minutes of the May 12, 2015, meeting.  Selectman Dixon seconded the 

motion.  Vote 5 – 0 to accept the minutes.   
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b. Beano & Game of Chance Application – Approve & Execute - Selectman 

Clark moved the Board approve the Lions Club application for Beano & Games 

of Chance for the  Fair.  Selectman Dixon seconded the motion.  Vote: 5 – 0. The 

application was signed by Selectmen.  

 

c. Police Department Volunteer – Matthew Tulley – Chief Johnson stated that as 

a result of Matt Tully’s request to participate in a VIPS program in Clinton he had 

done extensive research and explained how a VIPS program could work in 

Clinton and how it was working in Winslow.  Chief Johnson stated that he saw 

the role of volunteers as utility persons for the department and NOT actually 

doing any sort of law enforcement. The Chief stated that the national model for 

VIPS could be adjusted to meet the town’s needs and to meet the Academy’s 

minimum standards. 

 

ITM Pam Violette stated that she was confused.  She was of the understanding 

that this program was for college students seeking a degree in criminal justice and 

not open to the general public and expressed concerns regarding insurance 

coverage for the program.  

 

Chairman Towne said it might not be worth to the town all the effort necessary to 

make it successful for the student.  Sgt. Bell of the Clinton police department said 

it was a good feeder program for reserve force in the area.   

 

Selectman Clark moved to approve the installation of the pilot volunteer program 

for law enforcement.  Selectman Dixon seconded the motion but before a vote 

was called Chairman Towne asked if the police chief had final call on the 

applicants and would there be significant cost.  Sgt. Bell said the cost would be 

minimal.  ITM Pam Violette stated that she still had concerns about insurance and 

that MMA had opposed the “ride-a-long” portion of the program for obvious 

reasons.  She also said confidentiality was an issue given the volunteer was not 

under oath as a law enforcement officer. This prompted the Chairman to decide 

the item needed more research and asked the Selectmen to recall their motion 

which they did.  Chairman Towne asked ITM Violette to place the item on the 

next agenda.      

 

d. Road Update:  Selectmen Irving stated that he had made evening inspection of 

the Tardif Road and the Battle Ridge Road but not Mutton Lane.  Selectman 

Clark said he had been to Mutton Land and Pike had installed approximately 3 

miles of shim but there were still large pot holes at the end of the road by Johnson 

Flats.  Selectmen Irving was concerned they had not been taken care off before 

Pike’s work was done. A long and detailed discussion followed as Selectmen 

debated which expenses should come out of the Bond money and which should 

come out of the Highway budget given there seemed to be dollars left in certain 

lines that could cover gravel, grading and ditching.  ITM Pam Violette stated that 

she would research the matter carefully with Clayton Pierce and report back at the 

next Selectmen’s meeting.   
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e. Parks and Receation Board – Appointments and Park Improvements - 

Selectman Clark moved to appoint David Woods, Glenn Bernatchez, Kimberly 

Dixon and Jeffrey Pierce to three (3) year terms.  Term to expire, June 30, 2017.  

Selectman Dixon seconded the motion.  Vote: 5-0.  

 

Chairman Towne stated there were a couple of projects that needed attention this 

year – and mentioned in particular the Basket Ball court needs rehabbing.    

Selectman Irving said to repaint it because if it is resurfaced the hoops will need 

to be raised.  Selectman Clark remarked that it should be done right for liability 

reasons.  Chairman Towne agreed and said there were companies that specialize 

in this kind of rehab and someone should contact a vendor for a price.   

 

Discussion turned to the village sidewalks when Selectman Clark asked Chairman 

Towne if there had been any work done given they talk about it often.  ITM Pam 

Violette agreed the matter had been discussed several times but nothing had been 

done.  The Chairman said it was a use of Economic Development money and 

should be done.  ITM Pam Violette said she would research the matter and report 

back at the next meeting.  

 

SUPPLEMENTS AND ABATEMENTS: Chairman Town asked when the Code 

Enforcement Officer would be returning.  ITM Pam Violette stated he was scheduled to 

return to work after Thursday, May 28
th

.  

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
1. Library Checks - ITM Violette stated that a $3,000 donation had been made to 

the Brown Memorial Library and the Librarian requested that the Selectmen 

designate the funds for $2,000 for Computers and $1,000 for programs to be used 

in fiscal year 2015-2016.  Selectman Clark moved to accept the donation of 

$3,000 and to designate it $2,000 for Computers and $1,000 for programs for 

fiscal year 2015/2016.  Selectman Dixon seconded the motion.  Vote: 5-0.   

2. Firetruck Payment – ITM Pam Violette requested the Board approve the fire 

truck payment to be paid July 1, 2015 in the amount of $27,741.91.  Selectmen 

Irving asked Chief Petley how many more payments were due on Engine #2.  

Chief Petley responded that only four more payments were due.  

3. Town Survey for Healthy Living Assessment:  ITM Violette advised that a 

volunteer had been found to complete the survey which would make a $500 grant 

available.  Selectman Irving said it was free money and we should make the 

effort.  Selectman Clark moved that the town should become a member of the 

Health Coalition.  Selectman Irving seconded.  Vote: 5-0.  

 

UNFINISHED/NEW BUSINESS - None 

 

TREASURER’S WARRANT 
Selectman Clark moved to approve Treasurer’s Warrant #71 in the amount of $131.81.  

Selectman Dixon seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0.  Warrant approved. 
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Selectman Clark moved to approve Treasurer’s Warrant # 72 in the amount of 

$365,824.39.  Selectman Dixon seconded the motion.  Chairman Town called for 

discussion because of an item for McKenzie which had been coded to Bond money 

instead of the budget.  Selectmen Irving and Blanchard were in agreement that work 

should have been expensed out of the budget.  Chairman Towne explained that Clayton 

Pierce had a back injury that prevented him getting all the work done that was necessary 

before Pike Industries began paving.  ITM Pam Violette reminded the board that Town 

Manager Warren Hatch had approved the tree cutting to which the Chairman responded 

that it still should not have been expensed from Bond money.   

 

After lengthy discussion Chairman Town called for the vote on Selectmen Clark’s motion 

to approve the warrant.  Vote: 3-2 (Selectman Irving and Selectman Blanchard voted in 

the negative)   

 

ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA – June 11, 2015 
- Election  Results 

- Road Report 

- Village Sidewalks 

- VIPS – Clinton Police Department  

 

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONCERNING MATTERS 

NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA - The Board’s rules of procedure 

have imposed a 15-minute time limit.  No questions or concerns voiced. 

 

8:05 p.m. Chairman Town asked for a motion to go into Executive Session.  Selectman 

Clark moved to go into Executive Session pursuant to Title 1, MRS Section 405(6)(F).  

Discussion of confidential personnel matter.  Selectman Dixon seconded the motion.  

Vote: 5-0.  

 

8:30 p.m. – Selectman Clark moved to close Executive Session.  Selectman Dixon 

seconded the motion. Vote: 5-0 

 

Selectman Clark moved to retain legal counsel to deal with a confidential personnel 

matter.  Selectman Irving seconded the motion.  Vote: 5-0  

 

ADJOURN:  8:44 p.m. Selectman Clarke moved to adjourn and Selectman Dixon 

seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Earla J. Haggerty 

Deputy Town Clerk  

 


