February 10, 2009 Selectmen Minutes


CLINTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2009

6:30 P.M.

SELECTMEN’S ROOM, TOWN OFFICE

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.

SELECTMEN PRESENT / QUORUM: Chairman Jeff Towne, Vice Chair Joseph Massey, Randy Clark, Chester Nutting, and David Watson II.  Also present Town Manager James Rhodes and Town Clerk Pamela Violette.

ACTION ITEMS.

Approval of Selectmen’s Minutes – January 27, 2009
Selectman Clark moved the Board approve the minutes of the January 27, 2009 meeting, second by Selectman Nutting.  Vote 5-0 in favor.

Board approval of the minimum bids for the 2009 tax acquired property notice
Selectman Clark moved Board approve the minimum bids for the 2009 tax acquired property notice, second by Selectman Watson.

Mr. Darrold T. Johnston, Jr., Tax Map 005 Lot 017A, was present to discuss the foreclosure on unpaid real estate taxes.  Mr. Johnston said he has been unable to work for two years due to health concerns, but will be able to pay $250.00 month on unpaid taxes.

The Board agreed to allow Mr. Johnston to pay the 2006 taxes in full, in cash, by March 24, 2009.

Selectman Clark moved to rescind his motion for the Board approval of the minimum bids for the 2009 tax acquired property notice.  Selectman Watson rescinded his second.  The Board will revisit this action item March 24, 2009.

Board approval of the legal ad for the bid notice of the 2009 tax acquired property

Selectman moved Board approve the legal ad for the bid notice of the 2009 tax acquired property.

Board of Selectmen will revisit the approval of the legal ad for the bid notice of the 2009 tax acquired property at the March 24, 2009 meeting.

Board authorization for the Chair to sign the Communications Center Lease Agreement between the Town of Clinton and Main Security Surveillance, Augusta, Maine for an annual service fee of $492.00

Selectman Clark moved Board authorize the Chair to sign the Communications Center Lease Agreement between the Town of Clinton and Main Security Surveillance, Augusta, Maine for an annual service fee of $492.00, second by Selectman Massey.  All in favor. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Clinton Elementary School Principal Steve Soule: Request for a police officer in the school.

Clinton School Principal Steve Soule requested a Resource Officer for the elementary school.  Mr. Soule said the previous Resource Officer provided a positive influence on the children as a role model and mentor.  When the Town provided a Resource Officer in the fall, the officer’s presence helped the behavior and reduced bullying, as well as creating a safer environment.

The Board of Selectmen agreed the presence of the Resource Officer would be very beneficial to the school, but due to the Townspeople vote in November, the Police Department does not have the funding for reserve officers to provide this service.  

Mr. Soule refused to have the school pay for the funding.

Selectman Massey advised Principal Soule to contact Police Chief Runnels to see what type of program can be arranged within the current budget.

James Wells: Request for release of Writ of Execution on Benton property.

Mr. James Wells was present to discuss his request for release of Writ of Execution on Benton property.

The consensus of the Board was not to support the release of Writ of Execution.

Proposed FY 09 / 10 Municipal Budget.

Town Manager Rhodes said the Budget Committee has completed their recommendations and is in the process of drafting their report to the Board to be presented March 10, 2009.

Chairman Towne requested the Town Manger provide the Board with payroll information and the COLA increase at the next meeting.

SUPPLEMENTS AND ABATEMENTS:  None  

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:

Expense:  Town Manager Rhodes reported spending is currently at 62.5%, on schedule with last year.

Revenue Report: Town Manager Rhodes said revenues are down in excise tax, revenue sharing, and ambulance fees are $30,000 behind.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS:  None

WARRANT:  Selectman Clark moved to approve warrant #50 in the amount of $165,485.56, second by Selectman Nutting. All in favor.

NEXT AGENDA ITEMS:  Mill Site Request for Proposal

                                               Budget – payroll figures

COMMENTS / QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONCERNING MATTERS NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.  The Board’s rules of procedure have imposed a 15-minute total time limit.

Mr. Paul Henderson, 45 Beaudoin Road, asked the Board of Selectmen to introduce themselves, as he is a new resident in Clinton.  Mr. Henderson said he has concerns about the way Nitram was plowing snow on his property.  He does not have any problem as long as Nitram pushes the snow straight back and not onto his lawn as he is concerned his cellar will flood in the spring.  Mr. Henderson would also like to have some sand at the end of his driveway where the plow truck travels.

Town Manager Rhodes stated the Town cannot spend public funds on private property.

ADJOURN:  Selectman Nutting moved to adjourn at 7:59 p.m., second by Selectman Clark.  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela M. Violette

Town Clerk
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