March 10,2009 Selectmen Minutes


CLINTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2009

6:30 P.M.

SELECTMEN’S ROOM, TOWN OFFICE

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.

SELECTMEN PRESENT / QUORUM: Chairman Jeff Towne, Vice Chair Joseph Massey, Randy Clark, Chester Nutting, and David Watson II.  Also present Town Manager James Rhodes and Town Clerk Pamela Violette.

PUBLIC HEARING

AMENDMENT TO THE TOWN OF CLINTON TRAFFIC ORDINANCE FOR DRIVEWAY/ENTRANCE PERMIT TECHNICAL STANDARDS

Selectman Clark moved the Board open the public hearing for the amendment to the Town of Clinton Traffic Ordinance for Driveway/Entrance Permit Technical Standards, second by Selectman Massey, at 6:33 p.m.  Vote 5-0

Chairman Towne read the amendment:

RESOLUTION 09-03

AMENDMENT TO THE TOWN OF CLINTON TRAFFIC ORDINANCE FOR DRIVEWAY / ENTRANCE PERMIT TECHNICAL STANDARDS 

WHEREAS, Title 23 M.R.S.A. § 704, authorizes municipalities to adopt rules and regulations for the design and location of driveways on Town Roads that are State Aid Highways; and 

WHEREAS, Title 30- A M.R.S.A. § 3009 authorizes municipal officers (Board of Selectmen) exclusively (not voters) to enact traffic ordinances, including traffic driveway access to public ways by adopting rules and regulations for the design and location of driveway entrances; and 

WHEREAS, the current Town of Clinton traffic ordinance entitled Driveway / Entrance Rules was approved by the Board of Selectmen on June 24, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Notice has been provided for this resolution as required by 30-A M.R.S.A. § 3009 (3). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF CLINTON, that the current traffic ordinance entitled Driveway / Entrance Rules – Town of Clinton is amended by adding the following at the end of the Technical Standards Section:

“Setbacks: For commercial driveways the setback requirement from residential lot lines is forty (40) feet measured from the residential boundary line and its extension to the nearest edge of the commercial driveway including where it connects to the paved or gravel  traveled portion of the Town Road. A commercial driveway is defined as any driveway serving a non-residential use or which has at least 30% of the traffic using the driveway being large vehicles.”

Resident Michael Walton asked what the current standard is and if existing lots would be grandfathered.  Town Manager Rhodes said the current Ordinance does not include any standard and existing driveways would be grandfathered.

Selectman Watson asked who initiated the change and will this impact future business?  Town Manager Rhodes said the change came to light as a result of a current court case and any future commercial driveway adjacent to a residential lot line will need to meet the standard of the 40- foot set back.  

Resident Raejean Dorr asked if there is any way the amendment could go on the ballot for the residents to vote on?  Town Manager Rhodes said Title 30-A § 3009 gives the municipal officers exclusive authority to enact all traffic ordinances in the municipality

Chairman Towne asked if the Town Manager had done any comparison to other towns in reference to commercial/residential access standards.  Town Manager Rhodes said other towns have an ordinance similar to this one.

Selectman Clark moved to close the public hearing at 6:43 p.m., second by Selectman Nutting.  Vote 4 in favor, 1 opposed (Watson)

ACTION ITEMS.

Approval of Selectmen’s Minutes – February 24, 2009
Selectman Clark moved the Board approve the minutes of the February 24, 2009 meeting, second by Selectman Nutting.  Vote 5-0.

Resolution 09-02: Budget Committee’s Submission of the FY 09 / 10 Recommended Municipal Budget.

Selectman Clark moved Board adopt Resolution 09-02, second by Selectman Watson.  

Vote 5-0

Chairman Towne thanked the Budget Committee for their hard work and excellent report.

Budget Committee Chairman Phil McCarthy provided the Board with an overview of the proposed FY 2009/2010 Municipal Budget and highlighted changes and recommendations by the Budget Committee.

Chairman Town read Resolution 09-02:

RESOLUTION 09-02

Budget Committee’s Submission of the FY 09 / 10 Recommended Municipal Budget 

WHEREAS, In Accordance With (IAW) Town Charter, Article V Financial Procedures, Section 5.03, The Annual Budget, Subsection (e), the Budget Committee, through the course of seven (7) meetings, has considered the proposed budget submitted by the Town Manager; and 

WHEREAS, the Budget Committee, by majority vote, has made recommendations relative to the proposed budget as the Budget Committee deemed expedient and proper in the interests of the Town; and 

WHEREAS, the Budget Committee has transmitted a copy of the budget, together with its recommendations, to the Board of Selectmen. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF CLINTON, that the Budget Committee has completed its obligations as specified in the Town Charter by transmitting the FY 09 / 10 recommended Municipal Budget to the Board of Selectmen for our consideration.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF CLINTON, that the Budget Committee is commended for its excellent work on the budget recommendations and the Board of Selectmen offers the Budget Committee a sincere Thank-You.

Resolution 09-03: Amendment to the Town of Clinton Traffic Ordinance for Driveway / Entrance Permit Technical Standards. 

Selectman moved Board Resolution 09-03, second by Selectman Watson.  Vote 4 in favor, 1 opposed (Watson)

Referral to Planning Board: Request by Dolores (Dolly) P. Moody, 177 Dixon Road, Clinton, Maine to change the Land Use Ordinance Potential Development Zone for Map 17, Lot 68 to a Multi-Family Dwelling Zone.

Selectman Clark moved Board refer zone change request by Dolly Moody to the Planning Board for review and recommendation, second by Selectman Watson. Vote 5-0

Board appointment of Karen M. Auge as a regular member of the Board of Appeals.

Selectman Clark moved Board appoint Karen M. Auge, 438 Johnson Flat Road, as a regular member of the Board of Appeals for the term March 11, 2009 through June 30, 2011, second by Selectman Watson.  Vote 5-0

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Mill Site Improvement Project:  Draft Bid Documents & Specifications

Town Manager Rhodes advised the Board the Mill Site Committee will meet Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to review the draft bid documents and specifications, the documents will be finalized, and the bid notices will be out next week.

Proposed FY 09/10 Municipal Budget

Town Manager Rhodes provided the Board with copies of the latest budget changes for their budget book.  Also provided the Selectmen with a Municipal Budget Summary, a spread sheet showing figures from prior approved budgets and the proposed 2009/2010 budget, payroll cost comparison, a copy of the public hearing notice for the June 9, 2009 Warrant Articles and Ordinance Amendments, and 2009 LD 1 Worksheet.

SUPPLEMENTS AND ABATEMENTS:  None

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:

Town Manager Rhodes provided the Selectman with a copy of the Public Comments from Maine DOT’s Economic Recovery Plan Projects showing his request to Governor Baldacci for $4,973,765 for projects in the Town of Clinton.  Maine DOT is reviewing the submission.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS:  Budget Committee Chairman Phil McCarthy advised the Board the Budget Committee was unanimous concerning the need to have Code Enforcement.  The Budget Committee is willing to work to help educate the public about this very important and necessary position.

WARRANT:  Selectman Clark moved to approve warrant 56 in the amount of $165,092.79.  Second by Selectman Nutting, all in favor.

NEXT AGENDA ITEMS: 2009/2010 Budget





Town Meeting Warrant Articles





Public hearing on new General Assistance Food Stamp      

                                                Maximums


                                    Tax acquired property

  Request for appointment to the Parks & Recreation 




              Committee from Patrick Shea

                                                  Unlicensed Dog Warrant

COMMENTS / QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONCERNING MATTERS NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.  The Board’s rules of procedure have imposed a 15-minute total time limit.

No comments or questions from the public were received at the public comment table.

ADJOURN:  Selectman Nutting moved to adjourn at 7:52 p.m., second by Selectman Watson.  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela M. Violette

Town Clerk
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