September 9,2008 Selectmen Minutes


CLINTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2008

6:30 P.M.

SELECTMEN’S ROOM, TOWN OFFICE

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.

SELECTMEN PRESENT / QUORUM: Chairman Jeff Towne, Vice Chair Joseph Massey, Randy Clark, Chester Nutting, and David Watson II.  Also present Town Manager James Rhodes, Town Clerk Pamela Violette and Police Chief Charles Runnels.

ACTION ITEMS.

Approval of Selectmen’s Minutes 
Selectman Clark moved the Board approve the minutes of the August 26, 2008 meeting, second by Selectman Massey.  Vote all favor.

Bid Opening:  Request for Qualifications Engineer/Architectural Services for the Mill Site Improvement Project

Selectman Clark moved Board open and read aloud the Request for Qualification Engineer/Architectural Services for the Mill Site Improvement Project, second by Selectman Massey.  All in favor.

The Selectmen opened the following bids:

Milone & MacBroom, Freeport, Maine 
 
$15,000

Wright-Pierce, Topsham, Maine

 
$13,475

Stantec, Portland, Maine


 
$27,448

CES, Inc, Brewer, Maine                                 
$19,800

Dirigo Engineering, Fairfield, Maine              
$13,500

Sewall, Old Town, Maine                                
$22,500

Terrence Dewan & Assoc., Yarmouth, Maine
$15,000

Town Manager explained the bid from Terrance Dewan & Associates arrived late from Federal Express.  Federal Expressed explained to the Town Manager they guaranteed delivery prior to the 1:00 p.m. deadline, but union conditions delayed the delivery.  The Board agreed to open the proposal for consideration.



The Parks and Recreation Board and the Town Manager will review proposals on Friday, September 12, 2008, and a recommendation will be presented to the Board of Selectman on 9/23/08 or 10/14/08.

Special Town Meeting Warrant for the November 4, 2008 Election

Selectman Clark moved Board sign the Special Town Meeting Warrant for the November 4, 2008 Election, second by Selectman Nutting.  

Selectman Watson said he does not understand why Article 4 is necessary as $190,000.00 was raised in June for road paving.  Town Manager Rhodes said the Board has signed a contract for paving.  

Selectman Nutting asked if the $15,000 for General Assistance could be used for anything else besides fuel. Town Manager Rhodes said Article 5 specifies fuel and that is what it will need to be used for.

Chairman Towne read each article for an individual vote on each article.

Article 2:  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $ 175,206 for the Police Department Account.

* This level of funding is the same as that approved by last year’s 2007/2008 Town Meeting vote. Funding allows the town the opportunity to have a local part time presence strictly for use by the taxpayers of this community for Police Protection Services.

Selectmen Recommend: Yes

Budget Committee Recommend: $ 199,256

Selectman Clark moved to accept Article 2 as written, second by Selectman Nutting.  Vote 4 in favor, 1 opposed (Watson)

Article 3: To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $ 17,190 for the Building Inspector, Electrical Inspector, Plumbing Inspector, Health Officer, and Code Enforcement Account.

*This level of funding is the same as that approved by last year’s 2007/2008 Town Meeting vote. Funding is for the State Law required positions of building inspector, plumbing inspector, electrical inspector, health officer, and code enforcement officer.

Selectmen Recommend: Yes

Budget Committee Recommend: $31,984

Selectman Clark moved to accept Article 3 as written, second by Selectman Nutting.  Vote 4 in favor, 1 opposed (Watson)

Article 4: To see if the town will vote to transfer $ 35,000 from the Undesignated Fund Balance and appropriate said funds to a capital improvement account to repair a failing 42-inch culvert on Hill Road.

*Funding transfers money from surplus to the Hill Road Capital Improvement Account for the repair of a failing 42-inch culvert.

Selectmen Recommend: Yes

Selectman Clark moved to accept Article 4 as written, second by Selectman Nutting.  Vote 4 in favor, 1 opposed (Watson)

Article 5: To see if the Town will vote to transfer $ 15,000 from the Undesignated Fund Balance and appropriate said funds to the General Assistance Account for fuel oil assistance.

*Funding will make an additional $ 15,000 available for fuel oil assistance for Clinton residents who qualify under the general assistance guidelines.

Selectmen Recommend: Yes

Selectman Clark moved to accept Article 5 as written, second by Selectman Watson.  Vote 5-0

Article 6:  To see if the town will vote to authorize town officers / officials to correct typographical errors in the Ordinances that do not affect the meaning of the Ordinances in any way.

*The current ordinances contain many typographical errors due to having been typed on manual typewriters and the ordinances do not look professional on the town web site because of the typographical errors.
Selectman Recommend:  Yes

Selectman Watson moved to accept Article 6 as written, second by Selectman Clark.  Vote 5-0

Article 7:  To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 21 approved at the June 10, 2003 Town Meeting by deleting the following “for its contribution when seeking future State or Federal Grant moneys” and adding the following “for riverbank stabilization/rip rap, and/or fencing along the river bank.

This article allows the town to use the approved $5,000 for riverbank stabilization/rip rap, and/or fencing along the riverbank at the Riverside Park instead of match money for any state or federal grants programs available for this park.

Selectmen Recommend:  Yes

Selectman Clark moved to accept Article 7 as written, second by Selectman Massey.  Vote 5-0

Appointment of Appeals Board Member

Selectman Clark moved Board appoint Ricky Crommett as a regular member of the Appeals Board for the term September 10, 2008 through June 30, 2011, second by Selectman Watson.  Vote 5-0

Board authorization for the Town Manager / Chief Executive Officer to sign the 2008 CDBG Community Enterprise Grant Program contract between the Town of Clinton and the Department of Economic and Community Development for the Mill Site Improvement Project in the amount of $150,000.

Selectman Clark moved Board authorize the Town Manager / Chief Executive Officer to sign the 2008 CDBG Community Enterprise Grant Program contract between the Town of Clinton and the Department of Economic and Community Development for the Mill Site Improvement Project in the amount of $150,000, second by Selectman Nutting.  Vote 5-0 

Appointment of Alternate Planning Board member

Selectman Clark moved Board appoint Myron Whittaker as an alternate member of the Planning Board for the term September 10, 2008 through June 30, 2009, second by Selectman Massey.  Vote 5-0 

Appointment of Regular Planning Board member

Selectman Clark moved Board appoint Sandra Gagnon as a regular member of the Planning Board for the term September 10, 2008 through June 30, 2011, second by Selectman Nutting.  Vote 5-0

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  None

SUPPLEMENTS AND ABATEMENTS:  

Selectman Clark moved Board accept Supplemental 2008-01, Map 9, Lot 24-ON, in the amount of $221.18.  Reason – assessed to wrong owner, second by Selectman Nutting.  All in favor.

Selectman Clark moved Board accept Supplemental 2008-02, Map 1, Lot 9A, in the amount of $69.12.  Reason – taxed as exempt in error.  Second by Selectman Nutting.  Vote all in favor.

Selectman Clark moved Board accept request for abatement 2008-1, Map 13, Lot 38-1, in the amount of $416.25.  Reason - homestead exemption omitted and incorrect assessment. Second by Selectman Nutting, vote all in favor.

Selectman Clark moved Board accept request for abatement 2008-2, Map 11, Lot 38-F, in the amount of $245.76.  Reason – part of house is garage not living space.  Second by Selectman Nutting, vote all in favor.

Selectman Clark moved Board accept request for abatement 2008-3, Map 2, Lot 13-G, in the amount of $92.16.  Reason – Veterans Exemption omitted.  Second by Selectman Nutting, vote all in favor.

Selectman Clark moved Board accept request for abatement 2008-4, Map 9, Lot 24-ON
in the amount of $221.18.  Reason – mobile home sold prior to April 1, 2008.  Second by Selectman Nutting, vote all in favor.

Selectman Clark moved Board accept request for abatement 2008-5, Map 3, Lot 24, in the amount of $92.16.  Reason – Veterans Exemption omitted.  Second by Selectman Nutting, vote all in favor.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:

Expense Report:  Town Manager Rhodes explained 18.58% of the budget has been spent, which includes payment in full of the 2008 County taxes.

Revenue Report: Town Manager Rhodes pointed out the 2008 tax commitment is reflected in the revenue report.

ERR Clearance Letter:  Town Manager Rhodes said the Town has received environmental review clearance for the Mill Site Improvement Project.  The clearance will allow the project to go forward. 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS:  None

WARRANT:  Selectman Clark moved to approve warrant 17 in the amount of $132,403.94, second by Selectman Nutting, all in favor.  Selectman Watson asked why the Fire Department has not spent any money for fuel.  Town Manager Rhodes explained two month’s invoices are included in this warrant.

NEXT AGENDA ITEMS:  Lime mud application – public hearing




           Written update from Code Enforcement Officer

Chairman Towne asked about Charles McIntyre property.  Town Manager Rhodes said CEO Sharkey was in court last week. The judge decided to visit the property and court was reconvened at Mr. McIntyre’s property.  The Town is now awaiting a decision.

COMMENTS / QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONCERNING MATTERS NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.  The Board’s rules of procedure have imposed a 15-minute total time limit.

ADJOURN:  Selectman Nutting moved to adjourn at 8:00 p.m., second by Selectman Clark.  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela M. Violette

Town Clerk
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