July 14,2009 Selectmen Minutes


CLINTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2009

6:30 P.M.

SELECTMEN’S ROOM, TOWN OFFICE

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.

SELECTMEN PRESENT / QUORUM: Chairman Jeff Towne, Vice Chairman David Watson, II, Randy Clark, and Geraldine Dixon.  Also present Town Manager James Rhodes and Town Clerk Pamela Violette.  Selectman Cote absent.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 1 M.R.S.A. § 405(6)(A) Personnel Matter
Selectman Clark moved Board enter Executive Session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §   405(6)(A) to discuss a personnel matter at 6:31 p.m., second by Selectman Watson.  Vote 4-0

Selectman Clark moved Board exit Executive Session at 6:36 p.m., second by Selectman Watson.  Vote 4-0

Chairman Towne announced Town Manager James Rhodes’ retirement effective December 29, 2009.  The Board will start the search for a town manager in September.

ACTION ITEMS.

Approval of Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes – June 23, 2009
Selectman Clark moved Board approve minutes of the June 23, 2009 Meeting, second by Selectman Watson.  Three in favor, one abstained (Dixon).

Approval of Selectmen’s Minutes –  July 1, 2009. 

Selectman Clark moved Board approve minutes of the July 1, 2009 Special Meeting, second by Selectman Watson.  All in favor.

Approval of Special Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes –Bid Award: Town Hall Roofing.

Selectman Clark moved Board award the Town Hall Roof bid to Precision Roofing, Inc., 2064 Bangor Road, Clinton, Maine for $ 16,440, second by Selectman Dixon.  Vote 4-0

Chairman Towne said Precision Roofing was not the lowest bidder, but did include ice and water shield and allowed for four sheets of plywood, if needed, to be removed and installed.  Any additional plywood will be $40.00 per sheet.

Bid Award: 2009 Road Reconstruction / Paving.

Selectman Clark moved Board award the 2009 Road Reconstruction / Paving bid to Pike Industries, Inc., Fairfield, Maine for $161,683.40, second by Selectman Dixon.  Vote 4-0

Resolution 09-09: Authorization to Use Municipal Reserve Fund Account 2-738-01 Riverside Park for Fencing and Rip Rap Bank Stabilization at the Riverside Park.

Selectman Clark moved Board adopt Resolution 09-09, second by Selectman Dixon.  Voted all in favor.

Chairman Towne read Resolution 09-09:

BOARD OF SELECTMEN AUTHORIZATION TO USE MUNICIPAL RESERVE FUND ACCOUNT 2-738-01 RIVERSIDE PARK FOR FENCING AND RIP RAP BANK STABILIZATION AT THE RIVERSIDE PARK

WHEREAS, state law 30-A §5802 specifies that the Municipal Officers (Board of Selectmen) are trustees of the Municipal Reserve Funds and as the trustees, the Board of Selectmen have the authority to expend funds from the reserve funds for their stated purposes; and

WHEREAS, the Town voted affirmatively on November 4, 2008 to amend Article 21 which was approved at the June 10, 2003 Town Meeting by deleting the following “for its contribution when seeking future State or Federal Grant moneys” and adding the following “for riverbank stabilization / rip rap, and / or fencing along the river bank”.

WHEREAS, Manter Construction of Maine, Inc., the General Contractor for the Mill Site Improvement Project has submitted a proposal for $7,500 to complete the river bank rip rap stabilization and 80 feet of fence work. The proposal was submitted to the Board of Selectmen at the July 1, 2009 Special Board of Selectmen meeting. See attached proposal.

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Board met and authorized the use of $2,500 from their buildings and grounds account for the River Side Park project. See attached E-Mail.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF CLINTON, that the Town Manager is authorized to transfer $ 5,000 from the Riverside Park Reserve Account 2-738-01 to Recreation Budget Account 16-007-01 to pay the $7,500 for bank stabilization rip rap and fencing project.  

Sealed with the Seal of the Town of Clinton on this fourteenth day of July in the year Two Thousand Nine.

Resolution 09-10: Authorization to Use Municipal Reserve Fund Account 2- 739-01 Town Hall Roof to Re-shingle the Town Hall Roof

Selectman Clark moved Board adopt Resolution 09-10, second by Selectman Dixon.  Vote 4-0

Chairman Towne read Resolution 09-10:

BOARD OF SELECTMEN AUTHORIZATION TO USE MUNICIPAL RESERVE FUND ACCOUNT 2-739-01 TOWN HALL ROOF TO RESHINGLE THE TOWN HALL ROOF

WHEREAS, state law 30-A §5802 specifies that the Municipal Officers (Board of Selectmen) are trustees of the Municipal Reserve Funds and as the trustees, the Board of Selectmen have the authority to expend funds from the reserve funds for their stated purposes; and

WHEREAS, the Town Hall Roof bid has been awarded. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF CLINTON, that the Town Manager is authorized to transfer $ 19,000 from the Town Hall Roof Reserve Account 2-739-01 to Town Hall Budget Account 02-007-01 Building/Grounds.

Sealed with the Seal of the Town of Clinton on this fourteenth day of July in the year Two Thousand Nine.

Board appointment of Kenneth Abbott to the Personnel Advisory Board

Selectman Clark moved Board appoint Kenneth Abbott to the Personnel Advisory Board for the term July 15, 2009 through June 30, 2012, second by Selectman Watson.  Vote three in favor, one abstained (Dixon).

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Lorraine Taft: Insect predators threatening forests

Lorraine Taft, Clinton resident, gave a presentation on the infestation of the Asian Longhorned Beetle and the Emerald Ash Borer on behalf of the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Forestry. 

Transfer Station fees: Gerald Howard
Transfer Station Director Gerald Howard presented the Board of Selectmen with a new fee proposal for the transfer station.  

Chairman Towne asked this be placed on the next agenda as an action item.

Proposal from William Gordon to sell land to Town

Town Manager Rhodes received a letter from William Gordon offering first refusal for  a piece of property abutting the town ball field.  The asking price of $5,000.  It is the consensus of the Board of Selectmen not to purchase the land.

Purchasing Policy review

Selectman Dixon said she would like to change the Purchasing Policy, Section 7 (3), (5), and (7) from $5,000 to $2,000.00.

Chairman Towne said Section 7 (4) may need additional language and this will be placed on the next agenda as an action item.

SUPPLEMENTS AND ABATEMENTS:  

Selectman Clark  moved Board approve Supplementary Assessment 15 in the amount of $79.50, second by Selectman Dixon.  Vote 4-0

Selectman Clark moved Board approve Supplementary Assessment 16 in the amount of $75.00, second by Selectman Dixon.  Vote 4-0

Selectman Clark moved Board approve Supplementary Assessment 17 in the amount of $72.50, second by Selectman Watson.  Vote 4-0

Selectman Clark  moved Board approve Request for Abatement 2008/#20 in the amount of $42.92, Veterans Exemption was not included, second by Selectman Dixon.  Vote 4-0

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:

Excise Tax Initiative Impact
Town Manager Rhodes provided the Board of Selectmen with a printout from Maine Revenue Service concerning the loss of excise tax revenue if the citizen initiative is approved in November 2009.  The estimated loss of revenue to the Town of Clinton is $180,000, statewide the estimated loss is $82 million.

Environmental performance of the PERC Facility

Town Manager Rhodes read from the report of the Environmental Performance of the PERC Facility:  Yet again, we have reason to be proud of the results of these tests.  Not only did the PERC facility comply with all of the standards in its air emissions license, but it performed significantly better than the license requirements – and by a wide margin.

Federal and State W-4 forms for  Board of Selectmen

Town Manager Rhodes gave the Board of Selectmen W4s to fill out and return to the Town Office by next month.

Town Manager Rhodes announced Michael Hachey has been hired to work at the transfer station and will start on Tuesday, July 21, 2009.  He also said Duke Wheeler’s position has been advertised in-house.  If not filled in-house, the applications received earlier in the month will be reviewed.

Town Manager Rhodes said the auditor will be in the Town Office July 20 and 21. 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS:  

Selectman Dixon asked for a plaque in Duke’s memory to be placed at the transfer station.  Town Manager Rhodes said he will have a plaque prepared.

Selectman Dixon said the Townspeople feel the police cruisers and town truck should stay in town and not taken home.  Selectman Watson agreed.  

Chairman Towne said this will be placed on the next agenda as a discussion item.

WARRANT:  Selectman Clark moved to approve warrant 3 in the amount of $193,411.81, second by Selectman Dixon.  All in favor.

NEXT AGENDA ITEMS:  Transfer Station fees

                                               Purchasing policy

                                               Town motor vehicles 

                                               CEO – ongoing cases update

Selectmen Watson asked if the gravel pit case has been resolved.  Town Manager Rhodes said Mr. Poulin has been issued a driveway entrance permit.

COMMENTS / QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONCERNING MATTERS NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.  The Board’s rules of procedure have imposed a 15-minute total time limit.

 No comments or questions were received from the public at the public comment table.

ADJOURN:  Selectman Clark moved to adjourn at 8:35 p.m., second by Selectman Watson .  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela M. Violette

Town Clerk
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