CLINTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2008

6:30 P.M.

SELECTMEN’S ROOM, TOWN OFFICE

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.

SELECTMEN PRESENT / QUORUM: Chairman Jeff Towne, Vice Chair Steve Hatch, Randy Clark, Chester Nutting, and Joe Massey.  Also present Town Manager James Rhodes and Deputy Town Clerk Shirley Bailey.

COMMENTS / QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONCERNING MATTERS NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.  The Board’s rules of procedure have imposed a 15-minute total time limit.

PUBLIC HEARING 

COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE MILL SITE

Selectman Clark moved to open the public hearing at 6:34 p.m., second by Selectman Hatch. 5-0 All in favor.

Chairman Towne opened the public hearing by stating the grant targets the mill site on Main Street for repairing and surfacing the concrete pad, building a water front trail, placing a gazebo on site, underground electrical service, and planters and benches.  The project to start July 1, 2008 and be completed June 1, 2009.  Chairman Towne asked if there were any questions or comments.

Rebecca Turlo  submitted the following written comments:

“There has been a vision for a Riverside Park in Clinton since the former Ski-Land Mill was torn down.  The site of the former mill is well placed for a wonderful village common, something the town of Clinton could really benefit from. It sits right in the middle of the downtown on the main street, and frames a very scenic bend in the Sebasticook River. There are small rapids on one corner and a wonderful shallow area on the other side with a town designated River Access Area with picnic shelters and a small garden.  A park in the middle of the downtown will be a great gathering place for townspeople, and can serve many uses.  It can be used as a viewing area for the Fair parade, for weddings, concerts, smaller fairs, barbecues, and farmers markets.  Bringing people into the downtown will greatly benefit the businesses already in town and perhaps encourage new business to set up shop there.  It will certainly improve the town visually and hopefully encourage families to spend time enjoying the town’s natural resources.”

Melissa Zawistowski submitted the following written comments:

“I feel that by adding to the River Access Park the town will attract more people. Already people come to use the park for fishing, having a lunch and just taking a break as they drive through town. Its a wonderful scenic area and to add a gazebo to give people a place to hold outdoor events combined with walking trails will only be more appealing for people that live here in town but also for outsiders looking for a new place to call home.”

Kimberly Dixon submitted the following written comments:

“The idea of having a park on Main Street has been a hopeful one for many years.  A small portion of the land has been developed into a river access park with picnic tables and steps for "carry in, carry out" access to the river and has shown great promise since it's inception.  Many use this park daily for fishing, picnicing, accessing the river for kayaking or canoeing or just relaxing by the river.  The expanded park area would bring greater opportunities for the townspeople to further enjoy the river as well as the downtown area.  Adding the river walk trail (to be part of a larger trail system that will expand for several miles through town), a gazebo (to be used for community events...concerts, speakers, weddings, etc) and a river rapids overlook area will not only enhance the quality of life for those already living and doing business in Clinton, but will encourage additional economic growth in the area and aid in the increase of property values as public parks and recreational services are attractive to new prospects.”
 

Selectman Clark moved to close the public hearing, seconded by Selectman Massey.

Vote 5-0 All in favor.

ACTION ITEMS

Approval of Selectmen’s Minutes – January 8, 2008.

Selectman Clark moved to accept the minutes of January 8, 2008, second by Selectman Nutting.  Vote 5 in favor.

Resolution 08-2:  Authorization for James W. Sewall Company of Old Town, Maine to add Zone Lines and Wellhead Protection District Lines to the Mylar Overlays of the Town of Clinton Tax Maps at a cost of $2,675.

Selectman Clark moved to adopt Resolution 08-2, seconded by Selectman Nutting. Vote  5-0.  Approved

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Clinton Water District Board of Trustees, George Clark III and Scott Hood were present  to discuss the Board of Selectmen’s concerns.  Selectman Nutting asked why the public could not get in the office until 9:00 AM or after 3:00 PM for making payments if regular hours are from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The trustees’ response was, it gave the manager a chance to run necessary errands.  The Selectmen asked if there is a job description for the business manager.  The Trustees said there isn’t a job description but they will write one. Selectman Nutting was also concerned that Christmas bonuses were given.    Selectman Hatch asked why a time study of the business manager was done by herself. Trustee Hood said he thought it should be done by an outside source, but it is costly.

Clinton Police Chief, Charles Runnels gave an update of the Police Department. The Police Department currently has three full-time officers and eight reserves allowing for full time coverage beginning February 1, 2008.  

FY 08 / 09 Budget Proposal – No discussion

Town Manager, Mr. Rhodes, stated the cost indicated in the Police Department is reflected in the new proposed budget.

SUPPLEMENTS AND ABATEMENTS

Selectman Clark move to accept supplemental bills                                                       2005  -  Map 007   Lot 083 -  $206.70                                                                             2006  -  Map 007   Lot 083 -  $195.00 

Selectman Nutting seconded. Vote 5-0 Approved

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

MDOT   Radar Speed Trailer Loan Program – will be loaned out, free of charge, through a lottery basis. Checks and records speed of all vehicles.

Town Manager Rhodes gave a list, to the Board of Selectmen, of all committees and boards, also list of website hits.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS  -  None

WARRANT

Selectman Clark moved to accept the Warrant #47 in the amount of $50, 256.87 Selectman Nutting second.  5-0 Approved

NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – Next meeting February 12, 2008 

ADJOURN – Selectman Nutting move to adjourn, seconded by Selectman Clark

Adjourned at 7:31 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Shirley J. Bailey

Deputy Town Clerk

