July 1,2009 Selectmen Minutes


CLINTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1, 2009

6:30 P.M.

SELECTMEN’S ROOM, TOWN OFFICE

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.

SELECTMEN PRESENT / QUORUM: Chairman Jeff Towne, Randy Clark, Justin Cote, Geraldine Dixon, and David Watson II.  Also present Town Manager James Rhodes and Town Clerk Pamela Violette.

OATH OF OFFICE:  SELECTMAN-ELECT DIXON (3-YEAR TERM)

Town Clerk Violette administered the oath of office to Geraldine Dixon.

OATH OF OFFICE:  SELECTMAN-ELECT COTE (2-YEAR TERM)

Town Clerk Violette administered the oath of office to Justin Cote

OATH OF OFFICE:  SELECTMAN DIXON AS ASSESSOR (3-YEAR TERM)

Town Clerk Violette administered the oath of office to Selectman Dixon.

OATH OF OFFICE:  SELECTMAN COTE AS ASSESSOR (2-YEAR TERM)

Town Clerk Violette administered the oath of office to Selectman Cote.

OATH OF OFFICE:  SELECTMAN DIXON AS OVERSEER OF THE POOR (3-YEAR TERM)

Town Clerk Violette administered the oath of office to Selectman Dixon.

OATH OF OFFICE:  SELECTMAN COTE AS OVERSEER OF THE POOR (2-YEAR TERM)

Town Clerk Violette administered the oath of office to Selectman Cote.

ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR BY SECRET WRITTEN BALLOT

Selectman Clark nominated Jeff Towne as Chairman, second by Selectman Dixon.  Nominations closed.  Vote 4 – Towne and 1 – Watson.  Selectman Town elected chairman by secret ballot.

Selectman Dixon nominated David Watson II as Vice Chairman, second by Selectman Cote.  Nominations closed.  Vote 5-0.  Selectman Watson elected vice chairman by secret ballot.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN RULES OF PROCEDURE

Selectman Clark moved Board adopt the Board of Selectmen Rules of Procedures, second by Selectman Watson.  Vote all in favor.

Selectman Dixon asked if 15 minutes is enough time for public comments.  Selectmen Clark said it has not been a problem.

RESOLUTION 09-08 SELECTMEN MEETING DATES/TIME/PLACE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009/2010

Selectman Clark moved Board adopt Resolution 09-08, second by Selectman Dixon.  All in favor.

ACTION ITEMS.

Special Town Meeting Warrant August 18, 2009

Selectman Clark moved Board approve the Special Town Meeting Warrant for August 18, 2009, second by Selectman Watson.  Vote 5-0

Selectman Dixon asked if this article includes a cruiser and is this the bottom line, could it go any lower.  Town Manager Rhodes said the article does not include a cruiser and the amount is what was approved last year.

Selectman Cote asked if there is any other option such as a contract with another law enforcement agency.  Town Manager Rhodes said a contract would be more expensive.  

Annual renewal of Disbursement/Payroll Warrant Policy

Selectman Clark moved Board adopt and sign the Disbursement/Payroll Warrant Policy, second by Selectman Watson.  Vote 5-0

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  None

SUPPLEMENTS AND ABATEMENTS:  None

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT: 

Town Manager Rhodes reviewed  end of year  expenditure and revenue reports and the surplus account.

Town Manager Rhodes said he could see the perfect storm coming with the next budget year.  A loss of revenue from the State of Maine and, if the excise referendum passes in November, an estimated loss of $270,000 in excise taxes will result in a total loss of $488,00 in revenue.  The Town will have two options, either increase the tax cap, which would result in a 4 mil increase in property taxes, or reduce the budget 25%.

Town Manager Rhodes presented the Board with an estimate of $7,500 from Manter Construction to add fencing and rip rap to stabilize the bank at the Old Mill Park.  It is the consensus of the Board to approve the work pending approval and a contribution of $2,500 from the Parks and Recreation Board.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS:  None

WARRANT:  None

NEXT AGENDA ITEMS:  Capital Revenue Fund

                                               Old Mill Park

                                               Award bids for the Town Hall roof and paving

                                               Transfer station – Gerald Howard

                                                Discussion of purchasing policy  

COMMENTS / QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONCERNING MATTERS NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.  The Board’s rules of procedure have imposed a 15-minute total time limit.

 No questions or comments from the public comment table.

ADJOURN:  Selectman Clark moved to adjourn at 7:30 p.m., second by Selectman Cote.  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela M. Violette

Town Clerk
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