August 11,2009 Selectmen Minutes


CLINTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2009

6:30 P.M.

SELECTMEN’S ROOM, TOWN OFFICE

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.

SELECTMEN PRESENT / QUORUM: Chairman Jeff Towne, Randy Clark, Justin Cote, and Geraldine Dixon. Also present Town Manager James Rhodes and Town Clerk Pamela Violette, Transfer Station Director Gerald Howard, and Police Chief Charles Runnels.  Vice Chair David Watson III was absent.

PUBLIC HEARINGS.

August 18, 2009 Special Town Meeting Warrant Article for Police Department   Funding.

Selectman Clark moved Board open the Public Hearing at 6:32 p.m., second by Selectman Dixon.  Vote 4-0.

Chairman Towne read Article 2:  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $175,206 for the Police Department Account.  Selectmen recommend Yes.

Resident Raejean Dorr asked if a police cruiser is included in this article and if the budget does not pass, how many times would the police department go to a vote.  Chairman Towne answered that a police cruiser is not included in this budget, it is the same budget passed in fiscal year 2008.  

Town Manager Rhodes said if the police department does not pass in August, then the Board of Selectmen would have the option to call a Special Town Meeting for November. The Charter allows as many times for revote within the 45-day window for ballot preparation.  To eliminate a department it takes a no vote in a June election and a no vote in the following June election provided the department’s funding was defeated in all special elections between the June elections. Chairman Towne said the Town Charter allows funding until 2010.

Selectman Clark moved Board close the Public Hearing at 6:37 p.m., second by Selectman Cote.  Vote 4-0

Renewal of Summary Permit Applications for the Spreading of Residual Lime Product from State Approved Facilities (Lime Mud) for the Following Clinton Farms: Wright Place, Misty Meadows Farms, Flood Brothers Farms, and Caverly Farms.

Selectman Clark moved Board open the Public Hearing at 6:38 p.m., second by Selectman Dixon.  Vote 4-0

Robert Folsom and Bill Michaud, New England Organics, were present to answer questions.  

Selectman Cote questioned Misty Meadows Farm’s annual projected amount of stockpiled material of 1000 tons.  Mr. Folsom said Mr. Stoughton, Misty Meadow Farm, revised the tonnage to 250 tons.

Chairman Towne questioned Wright Farm’s application concerning stockpiling and the length of stockpiling.  Mr. Folsom said that is a misprint and the material will be used where stockpiled and will be used within six months.

Selectman Clark moved Board close the Public Hearing at 6:50 p.m., second by Selectman Cote.  Vote 4-0                         

ACTION ITEMS.

Approval of Selectmen’s Minutes – July 28, 2009
Selectman Clark moved the Board approve the minutes of the July 28, 2009 meeting.  Second by Selectman Cote.  Vote 4-0 in favor.

Summary Permit Applications Renewal for Spreading of Residential Lime Mud Product from State Approved Facilities for the following Farms:

1) Wright Place, LLC: 77 Wright Road, Clinton.

2) Misty Meadows Farm: 71 McKenney Road, Clinton.

3) Flood Brothers Farm: 839 River Road, Clinton.

4) Caverly Farms: 1404 River Road, Clinton.

Selectman Clark moved Board approve Summary Permit Applications Renewal for the spreading of residual lime mud products from State Approved Facilities and authorize the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen to sign the applications for the Town of Clinton as amended to included corrections on Misty Meadows Farm’s application: 1000 tons to 250 tons and Wright Farm’s application: material will be used where stockpiled, within six months, second by Selectman Cote.  Vote 4-0

Resolution 09-11: Transfer Station / Recycling Center Fees
Selectman Clark moved Board adopt Resolution 09-11, as amended: review PERC fees quarterly and to continue to charge $2.50 above the current PERC fee without the necessity of Selectmen approval, second by Selectman Cote.  Vote 4-0

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  None

SUPPLEMENTS AND ABATEMENTS:  None

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:

Expense:  Town Manager Rhodes reported the first month of the fiscal year 7.90% of the budget has been spent ($283,267.14) compared to last year’s budget of 7.10%.  The difference is due to increases in the school appropriation, insurance, Parks and Recreation,  $16,000 for PAL, and the annual municipal software fees were paid in a month earlier.

Revenue Report: Town Manager Rhodes explained income from motor vehicle excise,  State Revenue Sharing, and First Park revenue is all less than the previous year.

TULIP Program:  Town Manager Rhodes said the new insurance policy, Tenant User Liability Program, is a general liability policy written in the name of the tenant and the user of the banquet hall.  The program  is highly recommended by our insurance carrier, Maine Municipal, as a protection of the Town. The insurance will not apply to non-profit groups that meet at the Banquet Hall on a regular basis.  The average cost is estimated at $25.00 to $50.00.

KVCOG Rock Salt Bid:  Town Manager Rhodes reported Mid-Atlantic Salt, LLC, was the successful bidder for the rock salt bid at $69.00 per ton.  This is a savings of $4.26 per ton over last year.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS:  Selectman Clark requested a children playing sign be installed on the McNally Road.  Town Manager Rhodes said he will see that it is done.

WARRANT:  Selectman Clark moved to approve warrant #9 in the amount of $162,690.71.  Second by Selectman Dixon , all in favor.

NEXT AGENDA ITEMS:   2009/2010 Tax Commitment Paperwork

                                                 Public Hearing for the Mill Site Completion

                                                 Special Town Meeting election results.

Selectmen Cote said he received an email from Recreation Committee member, Pat Shae, concerning the mowing of the Mill Site.  Town Manager Rhodes said he had already issued a purchase order, in the amount of $500, to the Town’s current mowing contractor to mow the Mill Site for the rest of the 2009 mowing season .  Next year’s contract will need to be modified to include the Mill Site. The Parks & Recreation Board has no control over this grass area since the Town has voted on June 13, 2006 to hold this area for general purposes of development, including taxable commercial development, or municipal use, as directed by a future town meeting.

COMMENTS / QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONCERNING MATTERS NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.  The Board’s rules of procedure have imposed a 15-minute total time limit.

 No questions asked at the public comment table.

ADJOURN:  Selectman Clark moved to adjourn at 7:13 p.m., second by Selectman Cote All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela M. Violette

Town Clerk
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