November 13,2007 Selectmen Minutes


CLINTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2007

6:30 P.M.

SELECTMEN’S ROOM, TOWN OFFICE

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Towne called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Towne led the Pledge of Allegiance.

SELECTMEN PRESENT / QUORUM: Chairman Jeff Towne, Vice Chair Steve Hatch, Randy Clark, Chester Nutting, and Joe Massey.  Also present Town Manager James Rhodes and Town Clerk Pamela Violette.

COMMENTS / QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONCERNING MATTERS NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.  The Board’s rules of procedure has imposed a 15 minute total time limit.

PUBLIC HEARING

DETERMINE WHETHER THE BUILDING OWNED BY LINCOLN ALWARD, LOCATED ON LAND AT 481 MUTTON LANE, CLINTON,  MAINE AND DESCRIBED ON TAX MAP 8, LOT 1, IS DANGEROUS OR A NUISANCE WITHIN THE MEANING OF 17 M.R.S.A. § 2581.

Selectman Clark moved to open the public hearing at 6:34 p.m., second by  Selectman Hatch.  All in favor.

Chairman Towne opened the public hearing by stating the public hearing was being held by a vote taken at the October 23, 2007 meeting to serve notice to Mr. Lincoln Alward.  Chairman Towne asked if Mr. Alward has been served with the notice of the public hearing date and time.  Town Manager Rhodes said yes.  Chairman Towne asked if the Code Officer wishes to make any presentation about this property.  We do have photos, which will be the exhibit.  Pictures are worth a thousand words.  CEO Sharkey said it is his opinion, after inspection, this is a depilated and dangerous building and should be removed.

Chairman Towne asked if there is anyone present, concerning Lincoln Alward, that wishes to make comment.  Carolyn Foley asked is Mr. Alward is in a nursing.  Chairman Towne said Mr. Alward is in a nursing home in Madison, Maine.  Ms. Foley asked if Mr. Alward has indicated what to do with his house.  Chairman Towne said there has been  ongoing communication, sporadically over six months, nothing happened.  

Town Manager Rhodes said there is a cousin that lives in China that has contacted him.  They are looking for someone to tear it down, trying to find funds.  They would like to tear it down as a family, get rid of it.  This process will take about two months, if they find someone will remain to be seen.

Chairman Towne said they heard that back in May or June.  Chairman Town asked if there were any other comments or questions.

Selectman Massey asked if we start the process and they decide to take the house down, can it be stopped at that point?  Town Manager Rhodes said yes. They have gone so far as to contact Merton Richards to how much it would cost to demolish the house.   

Chairman Town asked for any motions.

Town Manager Rhodes advised the Selectmen they cannot vote tonight, this is just a public hearing. No action tonight as the minutes need to be transcribed, file the minutes with the registry of deeds.  This process will take about two months.

Selectman Clark moved to close the Public Hearing at 6:37 p.m. Second by Selectman Hatch.  Vote 5-0 in favor.

ACTION ITEMS.

Approval of Selectmen’s Minutes – October 23, 2007.

Selectman Clark moved the Board approve the minutes of the October 23, 2007 meeting.  Second by Nutting.  Vote 4 in favor, Selectman Hatch abstained.

3-Year Maintenance Contract for the Library copier.

Selectman Clark moved the Board authorize the Chair, Board of Selectmen to sign the Library’s three-year copier maintenance with Transco business Technologies, Augusta, Maine.  Second by Selectman Hatch.  Vote 5 – 0.

Mowing Specifications:  Town Cemeteries for a three-year contract term.

Selectman Clark moved the Board approve the Town Cemeteries mowing specifications for a three-year contract term, second by Selectman Hatch.  All in favor.

Mowing Specifications:  Town Hall, Library, and Recreation Properties for a three-year contract term.

Selectman Clark moved the Board approve the mowing specifications for Town Hall, Library, and Recreation Properties for a 3-Year Contract Term, second by Selectman Hatch.  Vote 5-0.

Appointment of General Assistance Administrator
Selectman Clark moved Board appoint Pamela Violette as the General Assistance Administrator for the term of November 14, 2007 to June 30, 2008, second by Selectman Nutting.  All in favor.

Appointment of Melissa Zawistowski, 82 Pleasant Street, as a regular member of the Park and Recreation Board for the term November 14, 2007 to June 30, 2009.

Selectman Clark moved Board appoint Melissa Zawistowski, 82 Pleasant Street, as a regular member of the Park and Recreation Board for the term November 14, 2007 to June 30, 2009, second by Selectman Nutting.  All in favor.

Municipal Quitclaim Deed to release to John H. Whitten, Sr., the described property, Map 4, Lot 18 from the operation of municipal tax lien against Lebert Whitten, predecessor in title, and recorded on June 13, 1934 in the Kennebec County Registry of Deeds in Book 703, Page 30.

Selectman Clark moved the Board sign the Municipal Quitclaim Deed to release to John H. Whitten, Sr., the described property, Map 4, Lot 18 from the operation of municipal tax lien against Lebert Whitten, predecessor in title, and recorded on June 13, 1934 in the Kennebec County Registry of Deeds in Book 703, Page 30.  Second by Nutting, all in favor.

Amended Board of Selectmen Organizational and Directive Document for the Town Garage Advisory Committee  

Selectman Clark moved the Board amend the approved September 11, 2007 Board of Selectmen Organizational and Directive Document for the Town Garage Advisory Committee to reflect a minimum for four members instead of five members with a quorum of three to conduct a meeting, second by Selectman Nutting.  All in favor.

Board appointment of Bruce Bean, Ray Pickering, Jeffrey Pierce, and Roger Barber to the Town Garage Advisory Committee

Selectman Clark moved the Board appoint Bruce Bean, Ray Pickering, Jeffrey Pierce, and Roger Barber to the Town Garage Advisory Committee.  Second by Selectman Nutting, all in favor.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Code Enforcement Officer update regarding enforcement issues.  CEO Sharkey reported he filed papers with Waterville District Court against Charles McIntyre and also served him.  A court date will be in the near future.  CEO Sharkey said there has been some progress on the inspected report from October 9, 2007 in the way of communication.

Program Study for Kennebec County, Maine:  New minimum security residential facility.
Selectman Massey said his understanding from the meetings he has attended, the facility will be a low level security facility for approximately 60 male and 30 female inmates.  His one main concern is the facility would have one staff person for every 60 inmates.

Comments from the residents present were not in favor of such a facility in Clinton.

SUPPLEMENTS AND ABATEMENTS:  None

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:

Expense/Revenue Report: Town Manager Rhodes said the payment to Kennebec County was on tonight’s warrant.

First Park Annual Report and Municipal Assessment.  Town Manager Rhodes said the First Park Annual Report has been received.  The municipal assessment is $15,493.65, payable in two installments.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS:  None

WARRANT:  Selectman Clark moved to approve warrant 33 in the amount of $174,542.74.  Second by Selectman Nutting, all in favor.

NEXT AGENDA ITEMS:  Condemnation order.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Selectman Clark moved Board enter into Executive Session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 

405 (6) (a) to discuss a personnel matter regarding Police Chief applicants at 7:17 pm.  Second by Selectman Nutting, all in favor.

Selectman Clark moved Board exit Executive Session at 7:37 p.m.  Second by Selectman Nutting, all in favor.

ACTION AS A RESULT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION.  Town Manager Rhodes announced his appointment of Charles Runnels as the Clinton Police Chief effective November 26, 2007.

Selectman Clark moved to confirm the appointment of Charles Runnels as the Clinton Police Chief effective November 26, 2007, second by Selectman Nutting.  Vote 5-0.

Police Chief Runnels was administered the oath of office by Town Clerk Violette and presented his badge and patrol number 700 by Chairman Towne.

ADJOURN:  Selectman Nutting moved to adjourn at 7:42 p.m.  Second by Selectman Clark.  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela M. Violette

Town Clerk
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